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A SER M O NE 


{ll Preached at Summerford in Wilthhire, 
- Atthe Funerall of that Pious and Worthy I 
 - youngGentleman, Mr ROBEXT STRANGE. Ii 

© With a Narrative of his ſhort but wellpent Life. WW 


a" 


W By Stxzzon Asns Preacher of the Goſpel ac Z:zdon. HAM 


— — — - 
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(i. pet, 

j' The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, ſayine, Yea, 1 have 89. 

any - loved thee with an everlaſting love, therefore with loving: blake 

wn — keindeneſſe have I drawn thee. | my Re 31. 3. W's 

ll 7-e Lord foal ſend the rod of thy ftrength out of Zion, rule Wh: 

WA 7/96 in: the midſt of thine enemies. Thy people ſhall be willing $4 
. #n thedayof thy power, PS A, 110. 3% _ 
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. meto preach, 


Good Lady,. the Lady 
MARGARET HUNGERFORD. 


71Our Ladiſhips Invitation carried me to 
FD 2| vifit your Nephew Ms Robert Strange 
> 4 inthetime of his laſt Sickneſſe, that I 
= Ep might be ſerviceable to his precious 
© GS] Soul. The chief of our Diſcourſe was 


was reſolved 2 


Texr, thatthe way and method of God, in drawing 


finnersro Chriſt, mightbe laid-open for the edification 
of che Auditory S TAPE th Wy Bart. 
y 


he. Sermon heing accordingly 
preached, and I yee|ding (upan whit imporaniy 
your Ladiſhip remembreth)to prepare it forthe Prels, 
have made bold ro dedicate ir.to your Ladiſhip, as a 
Teſtimony of my thankfulneſſe for all your:tavonrs. 
Madam, God hath exerciſed: you with mixtures of 
A 3  pro- 


providence, As he harh: dealt bountifuily with you, 
in truſting. you wha full eſtate, fo that he might mo. 
derate your affeionsrowards ſublunaries, he hath ea- 
ken from you the comfort of many near Relations, 
much better then wealth firſt by the death of your ' 
Honoured Husband God plucked from you one half 
of your (elf, and ſince by ſundry ſtrokes he hath raken 
away divers others near unto you both by conſangui- 
nity and affniry, who did lie near unto your heart. 
Madam, all theſe diſpenſations are demonſtrations of 
the fading vanity of. all creatures, and ſhould be argy- 
ments to perſwade the enfuring of Chriſt, in whom 
ſpiritually all Relations are enjoyed, and who virty- 
ally is infinitely better then all chings under the Sun.; 
God hath not only given your Ladiſhip convictions, 
bur alſo ſome experience of the durable,incomparable 
ſweerneſſe which is in Chriſt, and from hence. you 
- have received refreſhing intimes of ſorrow : O bleſſe 
God therefore more and more in heart and life, for 
drawing your ſoul intoany acquaintance and commu- 
nion with him, who is the conſolation of 1ſratl, By im- 
proving Chrift you ſhall gain ſupport under every 
orievance, comfort in every forrew, the beft compa- * 
pionin places of ſolitarineſſe, and ſoul-fatisfaQion for 
evermore, Madam, If this. Sermon ſhall 'adde any 
thing ro your ſoul-edification in guiding andencours- 
; ping your frequent fiductall applications to Chriſt, 1 
ſhall rejoyceandbleffe the Lord: | 


ng7: 1654. 


S1mnon Agnm 


To Robert Foſelin,Fobn Foy le,Richard 
Soutbbye.Eſquires, and Brothers in Lawto 


Rubert Strange Eſquire, deceaſed,” as alſo to 
their Wives his endearcd Siſters, 


&, Onr near Relations and dear Aﬀettions to- 
MY) Pards your worthy Brother, cauſed this 
By Sermon ( Preached at his Fanerall ) to be 
AL Lo Ms the more moving upon your hearts ; and 
DON hence iſſued your prevailing importanity to 
ve it primed, both for your future uſe and the pre- 
ſerving of his memory, whoſe Name is precious amons # 
all who had acquaintance with him. Herein according 
30 ty promiſe 7 have gratified your defires, and ſhall 
heartily rejoyce if through Gods bleſſing the Sermon 
may prove beneficiall unto your ſou's. Divine Provi- 
dence hath by his death made 4 great add tion unto 
your outward eſtate, I beſcech you in ſuch ſort to ac- 
| Knowledge Gods hand herein, that your love and ſer- 
wiceableneſſe to hs Majeſty , may thereby be encrea- 
ſed. And whereas you know that he made Religion 
| | in 
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No man can come unto me except the Father which hath 
ſent me draw him, and I will raiſe him up at the le#® 
aay. 


$@ & Heſe are the words of Jeſus Chrift, whoſe au- 
7 REP thority ſhould move attention, and whoſe fi- 

He delity ſhould win credit unto the weighty 
Ga Truths to be handled from them, | 
Twe things are notable from the context, 
I. The occaſion of this aſſertion, 

2. The quality of this inference. 

Firſt, This aſſertion in the Text ( which is of very great 
uſe ) was occaſioned by the murmuring of the Jews, at. 
Chrifts heavenly doctrine, AR that ſpirituall ſatis- 
fying food which Chriſtian ſonls may finde in him. This ap- 
peareth from the foregoing verſes. 

Hence may be obſerved, / 

T hat thi ſinful cavils of men againſt holy Traths, make Way 
for the more clear and full breaking forth of truth. The Scri- 
pture doth afford manifold examples hereof. | 

And the ground hereof is 1, Partly from Chriſts wiſedom. 
2. And partly from his care to promote the welfare of his 
Church; For as in regard of his wiſedom he well knowech 
how to bring light out of darkneſſe, and to obviace the 
Churches diſturbances; So in reſpe& unto his peoples pro- 
fir, both for the preſent and the future, -he will not neg- 
le& any opportunity to procure their benefit, 

| This meditation may adminiſter matter of comfort unto 


Gods 


Ver. 41.4243 
Dott. | 


Uſe. 


Det. 


Pro'27,194 


Eph.2,2,3, 
Uſe, 


3 Cor.4.7. 


ES3 
Gods faithfull ſervants in theſe our broken times, filled both 
with errours and diſcontents. Though there be murmurings 


and animoſfiries againſt many precious truths, yea, againſt 
ſome ſacred Ordinances of Chrift, viz. the morality of the 


- Chriſtian Sabbath, the Ordination of Goſpel-Miniſters, the 


adminiftration of Church-diſcipline, &c. yet let us take en- 
couragement to depend upon Chriſt for the iſſuing of all for 
his Churebes advantage in bis time and way ; The ftriking of 
flints upon one another which now cauſe burning ſparks, 
may produce more clear light. 

Secondly, For the quality of the inference; My Text is 
an univerſal! Propoſition from a particular inſtance, viz. 
upon the murmuring obſerved amongſt the Jews againſt 
Chriſts ſpirituall, profitable diſcoveries, whereby they might 
probably have been rather perſwaded to make affeQtionate 
approaches unto him ; he thereupon infers the aſſertion in 


the Text, No wan tan come unto me except the Father draw 


him. From hence we may note. 

That the ſame wicked Waywardnefſe in Withdrawing from 
Chriſt, # indifferently in all the anregenerate children of wen ; 
As in Water face a face, ſo ( ſaith Solomon) the heart 
of man to man : And the Apoſtle telleth the Saints at Ephe- 


ſus, that inthe eſtate of corrupt nature they were Chilaren of | 


diſobedience even as others. 

Let none therefore pride themſelves in their natural, in- 
bred ingenuity or acquired frameableneſſe to that which is 
good. Neither let any proudly inſult over ſuch who in any 
kinde ſeem to be worſe diſpoſed then themſelves; For the 
Text doth hint thus much, that every childe of Adam is natu- 
rally as averſe to Chrift, as the Jews themſelves were. And 
the Speech of the Apoſtle is applicable unto all them who 
be better diſpoſed; 77ho made thee v0 differ from another ? 
And What haft thu Which thon haft not recerued ? Now if thou 
haſt recewved it why doſt thor glory ,as if thou hadſt not received 
;t ? Therefore lie low in thine own thoughts of thy ſelf, la- 
bouring by reflection to ſee thine own face in the glaſſe of 
the worſt heart and life on earth : And bleſſe free-grace for 
making thee better then the worſt of ſinners. 
| | BE ts Having 
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Having thus briefly touched theſe theſe two Obſervations 
from the context, I proceed to the Text, the Subje& matcer 
whereof is, the coming of fallen man unto 7eſus Chriſt 

_. Concerning which theſe particulars are therein notable. 

I, The Authour thereof viz. God, who is repreſented un-: 
der a double Notion ; Both Relative, The Father : And 
Authoritative, v5z. Chriſts miffion as a Mediatour was from 
him, which hath ſent me. 

2. The manner of Gods working in bringing Ele& ſin- 
ners unto Chriſt, iz. by a powerfull attra&ion; The Fa- 
then dreweth every ſinner who cometh to Chriſt, | 

3. The inability of all, even the beſt of Adams depraved 
poſterity, to come unto the Lord Jeſus without this forcible 
power, put ferth by the God of Heaven. No man can come 
wnto me,except the Father Which hath ſent me draw him. 

4. The promiſe made unto every individuall ſinner, who 
by the ſtrong arm of God is brought unto Chrift, 4d 7 
will raiſe him up at the laſt day. 

No man can come unto me,except the Father Which hath ſent 
me draw him, and I Will raiſe him up at the laſt day. 

Hence we may obſerve, 

1, Adivine afſertion, Ns man can come to me except the - 
F ather which hath [ent me draw him. 

2. A precious promiſe, Aud 1 will raiſe him up at the 
laſt day. 

Fes ſecond diviſion of the Text, I ſuggeſt, becauſe more 
eafie, and may make the way more clear to the ſeveral do- 
Qrines, which are hence to be handled. 

I begin with the Aſſertion, which is very fruitfull, con= 
taining many uſefull truths; whereof ſome are neceſſarily 
implied, and others are openly expreſſed. _ 

Amongſt them which are implied, ſome relate unto God, 
and others nnto man. Thoſe which reſpet God are theſe 


wo. 
I. That God u the Father. 
2. That Chriſt as Mediatony betwixt God and man was ſent 
by the Father. 


B 2 That 
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Do8.1, 


Fer 294/37 


Mal.3.10, 


- 


Deut, 32.6. 


Jam. 1.17.18, 
Rome 8.1 Fo 


Eph. I. 3. 
Luk.1.35. 


- O/e 1. 
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-. 1; That Ged 55 the Father. -This our Saviour ofcen ex 
preſſeth in this Chapter. God th? Father, | All that the Fathe: 


giveth Mme. 


For Explication, The comprehenſiveneſſe of father]; 
relation in God may be conſidered. | 

1. By Creation, God is the Fatber of all mankinde, Haw 
we yot all one Father ? Hath not one God made us ? 

2+ In regard of ſome Providences exerciſed for the pre 
ſervation of the Church vifible, God is the Father of the 
members thereof in a more eſpecial manner. In referenc« 
unto 1/-ae/s redemption from Egype Meſes ſpeaketh thus 
Is net he thy Father that hath boager thee ? | 

- 3. In a ſenſe more peculiar God is the Father of all tru 

beleevers, both by the right of Regeneration and Adoption 
He is the Father of Lights,Who hath begotten u by the word. o 
Truth; And we have received the Spirit of Adoption whereb: 
we cry Abba, Father. 4s In a way more ſingular heis thi 
Father of or Lord 7eſus Chrift.' As Chriſt was Gods Son by 
eternal unexpreſfible generation, ſo God was his Father i! 
reſpe& of his miraculous-conception. And in this ſenſe thi 
Text and DoEtrine are principally to be underſtood, thong! 
the other are not excluded. . | 

The application hereof may be either 1. More generall 
or 2. More particular. N 

Firft, In general. Hence it f0]loweth that more childelik 
reſpe& is due unto God then unto any Father on earth, yea 
chen unto-all Fathers in the world. This I conceive conſide: 
rable from the mouth of our Saviour himſelf in this Cha 
pter, wherein he advanceth God the Father above all thi 


rer.3L.with32 forefathers of the Jews, who boaſted of their Parentage 


- Mal.1.6, 


Ley.:19:3. 
Col.z.20, 


UVſec2, 


And this might eaſily be manifeſted whether we take notict 
of the unparalleld worth in himſelf, or the incomparable ad. 
vantages received.from him. Therefore, whereas much love. 
honeur, fear, and obedience are due unto. Fathers upon earth. 
how much more, in all theſe kindes is more due untc 

God. | 
Secondly, The Point may be applied more. particularly, 
according to the ſeverall Notions aforeſaid, ſuggeſting ir 
| what 


Py 


UMI 


” "LEI 
cen 'ex- J what various reſpets God i the Father.” 
Father 3 Firſt, Whereas all the members of the Church-vifible, 
FL # yea, all the children of Adam, may in ſome reſpeRs account 
atherly } God their Father, therefore they ſhould ia this regard. 

' # 17. Bethe moredeeply humbled for fin. This conſidera- 
Have Þ} tion Moſes caſteth into the choughts of diſobedient 1/-ae! : 


© Pre- 2 not he thy Father that hath 
of the 3 and eſtabliſhed thee ? 
Trence.} . -2, Be the more abaſed in themſelves, under all the ex- 
| thus, 2 preflions of divine difpleafure breaking out againſt them, 
1; 2} Gods anſwer to Moſes bewailing leprous Xiriam, ſpeaketh 
ll erue.;; 
ption. *7 v7 be aſhamed ſeven daies : Doubtleſſe the Lords moſt gentle 
9rd of} rods would not be deſpiſed, did we ſeriouſly minde him, ei- 
hereby 7 ther as God or Father, whoſe hand laieth them on. 

1s the ' 3. Be encouraged after finfull departures from God to 
on by ? return with penitentiall hopes unto him agJn. When God 
her in |; gave revolting //7ael the title of children, calling them back 
ſe the } again unto, himſelf: their anſwer ſpake reſolutions to re- 


bought thee ? Hath he yot maae thee 


7 Do ye thus requite the Lerd ye fooliſh people and unwiſe ? Is Peut.32.5, 


* this inference ; 1f her Father had ſpit in her face, ſhould ſhe Num. 13,14, 


ongh ! turn. Return ye back ſliding childres, behold, we come unto Jer.3,21:; 


'\ 3 thee, for thou art the Lord our God. And the Prodigall ( who 
erall, ? repreſenteth the eſtate of the unconverted ſinner ) is per- 

/ ſwaded to relinquiſh his riotous way of living, and to make 
lelike } home again by minding him as his Father whom he had for- 


yea, 7 merly forſaken. 7 Will ariſe ard go to my Father, and will ſay Luk 15.18, 19 


fide- ? gxto him, Fathir, I have finned againſt heaven and before thee, 
Cha- * and am nomore worthy to be called thy Son, make me as one of 
| the |? rby hired Servants. BE ; 

age: ? .* 4. Beadmoniſhed to take heed of all injurious dealings 
otice?. jn your Negotiations amongſt men ; though by your powW- 
 ad- 7 er or policy you may advantage your ſelves by cruſhing 
ove, : them, yet remember that you and they have the ſame- Fa- 
rth, > ther, in which regard (as in many others) you ſhould not 
antoZ gare to do the-leaſt wrong to the meaneſt of men. The 


Z holy Ghoſt bath caught people by this argument to reſiſt 


rly,'Z inclinations unto fraudulent dealings-of all. kindes ; Have Mal,z.1o, 


5 IN if we not all one Father * Hath not one God created u ? phy. 
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1 Joh.3.1. 


I Same 18,23, 


I Pet. 1334+ 


b Joh-3.2. 


Heb. 12.9. 


Jeh. 18,11. 


Epb.4.3,6. 


Gen.13,8, 
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do we deal treacherenſly every man againſt his brother ? 

Secondly, Whereas Believers and regenerate Chriſtians 
have a more ſpeciall Relation to God as their Father, there- 
fore upon this account they are to be adviſed 

1. With humble thankfulnefle highly to prize and hear- 
tily to rejoyce in this their great dignity ; Behold what man- 
zer of love the Father hath beſtowed upon us that we ſhould be 
called the Sons of God ! There are two things which do much 


commend this priviledge, viz. the incomparable worth 1. of 


the Father. 2. and of the Inheritance. Seemeth 3t to you 


'( faith David) a light thing tobe a Kings Son in Law, ſering 


that I am a poor nan and lightly efteemed ? Now is not God 
infinitely higher then the higheſt amongft men? And the 
Apoſtle Peter commends the inheritance unto which we are 
begotten again by the Father, telling us that it is incorrap- 
rible, and undefiled, which fadeth not away. Saint Fohx com- 
mends this: prerogative 'of this ſweet Relation to God as 
unto a Father, by both theſe particulars, in the quotation 
before pointed at. Behold now are we the Sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be, but we know, that when 


he ſrall appear we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as 


C . 

2. To expreſle holy patience under the preſſure of all af- 
fliting providences whatſoever. Fe have had the fathers of 
onr flefs which correfted us, and we gave them reverence, fball 
we not much rather be in ſubjetion. unts the father of ſpirits ? 


- Never did, never ſhall any Chriſtian ſuffer ſo much as our 


Lord and Saviour endured, and yet this medication was a 
means of exemplary contentment ,and calmnefſe unto 
him. The cup which my Father hath given me, ſhall 1 not 
drink it? | 

3. To maintain mutuall love and concord among them. 
ſelves. This is one of the many arguments, whereby Saint 
Paul perſwadeth the Epheſians, to keep the unity of thei Spirit 
in the bond of peace ; There u one God and Father of all. And 
in like manner Abrahams reaioneth with his Nephew . Zoe ; 
Let there be wo ſtrife I pray thee between me and thee, for we. 
are Brethren. ET | ;ax 
- | Thirdly, 


GG ieee or=mKETcGcGt.ARAAC.S. i... 


3 | 

Thirdly, Whereas God ina way of tranſcendant ſingu- 
larity is the Father of Chriſt, theſe uſeful conſequences are 
from hence conſiderable. | 

1, That the love of God in giving Chriſt to be fal- . 
lemmans Mediatour and Peace-maker, was admirably and 
unſpeakably great. The Language of our Saviour himſelf 


is notable to this pgrpoſe, God ſo hoved the World that he gave Joh. 3.16, 


hi only begotten Son, So God loved thatthe greatneſſe of his 
love is won expreſſion and comprehenſion. Ir is not to 
be repreſented by a Maſters giving of a Servant, or by a 
Kings giving of a Favourite, or by a Fathers giving of an 
ordinary Son ; but truly it is love beyond any imaginable 


2} parallel, whether we conſider, 1. What a Son Chriſt was to 


Ged. 2. Or what a Father God is to Chriſt. 3. Or what a 


giving of this Son by this Father was, both in reference to Heb.:, 5, 


#Z his Incarnation and dolefull paffion. But theſe heads I 
2 leave toevery Chriſtians meditation. 


2, That Gods hatred againſt fin, and mans miſery deſer- 


2 vedby ſin was marvellous great, ſeeing Diety could not be 
2 pacified, nor humanity ſaved, by any other means then by 
3 the ſufferings of him who had God ina way of ſuperlative 
Z eminency to be his Father ;For doubtleſſe God being full of 


wiſedom and love towards his own and only Son,would nor, 


? could not, deal more rigorouſly then juſtice and holineſſe 
3 didneceſlarily require ; hen he cometh into the World,he ſaith, Heb, 10.5, 
& Sacrifice and offering thou Wouldeſt not, but a body haſt than 
Z prepared me. 


3.This is a trong groundof holy confidence unto them who 


* can make out their perſonal propriety in Chriſt, ſeeingGod is 
2 his Father in a way incomparable. Not intending enlarge- 
= ments I ſhall only touch two things for comfort upon this 
Z account. 1, That hereupon beleevers may. boldly expe& 
z from the bounty of theAlmighty, any thing on earth or in 


heaven that may conduce unto their advantage, for queſti- 
onleſſe there is nothing terreſtriall or eeleſtiall, ſo much va- 


2 lued by the Father as his own Sonne; He that ſpared not his 
3 own Sonne how ſhall be not With him freely give us all things ? 
- F 2+ That from hence iſſueth-affurance, that his interceſtion 
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om. $,3 27 


Joh.6. 28, & 
bi 4 26, 


| Def. 2o 


Pſa-49.7. 


Heb. 10.7. 


Mar.28.18, 


Iſa.61.1, 


Luk. 4.18,21, 


Joh.6.27. 
Mar. 3.17+ 
& 17+5. 
AQ. 13.33» 
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at Gods right hand ſhall be prevalentin all his undertakings 
either for this or a better life. et that day ye ſhall ach. in my 
Name: 1 came from the Father and again 1 gotothe Father. 
T he Comforter Which i the holy GhoFF the Father will [end in 
my Name. 

The ſecond DoEtine implied followeth, _ 

That Chriſt as Mediatour betWixt Godgnd man Was ſent by 


the Father. Although this Point doth well deſerve a large diſ- 


courſe, yet I ſhall briefly paſſe it over becauſe it lies only in the 
way to the main traths intended. Our Lord in this Chapter 
doth often make mention of the Father who /ent him. 

And this miffton of Chriſt relateth unto the office of Me- 
diatorſhip in all the parts thereof, as the King, Prieſt, and 
Prophet of his Church. Thoſe two Titles of Meſfiah and 
Chriſt, which are aſcribed unto him, do hint this truth. + 

For the Explication of this Doctrine, know that Chriſt 
his ſending doth comprehend, ; ; 

1. His deſignation unto the glorious work of Mediator- 
ſhip by the eternal purpoſe of God, 1» the Yolume of thy 
Book it 1s Written of me. This. was put down in the eter- 
nall records of heaven, That Chriſt ſhould undertake this 
Office. | 

2. His voluntary acceptation of this great employment: 
Then ſaid I, Lo I come to do thy will. 

' 3. His ſanCtification for this high undertaking, wherein 
we may take notice of the communication, both of autho- 
rity and fitneſſe for this ſervice ; «Al! power i; given to me in 
heaven and earth; The Spirit of the Lord God « upon me, be- 
cauſe the Lord hath anointed me ((aith Chriſt of himſelf ) both 
by che Spirit of prophecy, and in his own perſon; applying 
this Scripture unto himſelf. This day #s this Scriptare fullfil- 
led in your ears. | = 

' 4. His obſignation ; Him hath God the Father ſealed. And 
the open manifeſtation of his commiſſion ſealed and rati- 
fied by the Father was at his Baptiſm, T. ransfignration aud 
Reſurrettion. | 

Hence it appeareth, That not Chriſt alone, but all the 
three perſons of the Trinity, viz, God the Father, and God 
\ 


= [9] 
Z the holy Ghoft alſo, do cooperate in the glorious work of 
7 mans Redemption. The Father depateth Chrift to be Medi- 
atour, the Son doth accept of the depuration, and the holy 
* Ghoſt aſſiſteth Chriſt in this great nndertaking, This I do 
2 the rather note, 1.To raiſe the hearts of Chriftians to ad- 
Z mireand ſtudy the knowledge of this famous tranſaRion, 
2 wherein all the glorious Perſons in the-bleſſed Trinity are 
7 co-workers. 2. AM co relieve ſome diſconſolate ſouls who 
Z dodiſcourage their fiduciall approaches unto God, partly 


2 fallen mans recovery, and partly by forgetting the readi- 
! neſſe which isin the holy Ghoſt, ro come in, with affiſting 
* grace unto mu penitents, gaſping after peace with the Lord 
chrough Jefus Chriſt. 
i hriſt did not undertake the work of Mediatorſhip 
without a commiſſion granted by the Father, this may be a 
caution unto them whoſe proud impetuouſneſſe doth carry 
2 them to adventuae upon offices both civill and ſacred with- 
Z out any good call from God or men. I heartily wiſh that 
Z this ſort of men would well conſider the words of the Apo- 
” 2 file. No man taketh this honour unto himſelf but he that «© cal- 
7 ledof God a5 Was Aaron. SO allo Chriſt glorified not himſelf 
'# to be made an High- Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto him, Thou art 
* 7 my Son,this day have T begotten thee. Neither the worthinefſe 
. Þ& or neceſſity of the work, nor his ability co manage this Of 
"cl * fice with good intentions to mankinde, carried Chriſt head- 
- 7 long unto this employment till he was commiſſionated by 
1 > the Father. 
2 This Dorine doth adminifter matter of much confidence 
2 and comfort unto them who by faith adventure their ſouls 
* upon Jeſus Chriſt, ſeeing he acteth as Mediatour authorita- 
"3 tively and not by uſurpation. For from hence they may ga- 
7 ther aſſarance that God the Father is well-pleaſed with 
4% Chrifts tranſations, becauſe himſelf deſigned him thereto. 
2 And an ingenuous ſpirit had much rather receive courteſies 
6” ow lawfully-conftituted Auchority, then from the power of 
's UWurpers. | 
| Thus from theſe Obſervations intimated in the Text which 
| relate 
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2 by conceiving that God the Father is altogether averſe to | 


Uſe 2. 


Heb.5.4,5. 


Uſe 3s; 


Mart. 3.17, 


DoR.1, 


Jer.3.2 3. 


Eph.2.12, 


[16] 


relate ypts God the Father and Chriſt his Son. I' proceed” 
. into thoſe two colle&ions which are implied in reference up- . | 
* ro ſinful man,” -* __. | gre 


- 


3 
! 


\ , FU « * # fr 
( F HEIITE — : ods 57 DS le HEB B1C7.4.3 3 
T bat all wen in their natural condition.are abſeut. andat @ | 


diſtance from Chriſt. The:ground of this Obſervation ts ma- | 


nffeſt, becauſe coming doth premiſe abſence. This may be 


cleared by conſidering Gods call untoW/7ae!, Retwrn ye 
back: ſliding chilarey, compared with their anſwer, Behold. 


we come unto thee. 


| 


"And the proof of this Point is open in the deſcription | 


which Saint Pas/ giveth of the unregenerate Epheſrans,wher- 
of this is one part, At that time ye Were Without Chriſt. 

\ For the right underſtanding of this Truch you muſt know, 
that-this abſence from Chriſt doth not relate, x. Either unto 


.£ 2 7 his humanity, for in that ſenſe Beleevers themſelves wh#eft 


2 Cor. 5.6. 
Ach 3.21, 


x1 Cor.1.2. 


Mat. 18,20. 


Ia.58.2, 


Jer.12 2, 


Mattb,7,22, 


Rom. $.g. - 
Jer.11.2. 


Eol.1.22. 
Iſa,53.1,3- 


Uſe. 
Rev.3.17. 


212, 


at home in the body are abſent from the Lord, Whom the heavens 
mnſt receive until the time of the reſtitation of all things. 2. Or 
unto his Deity which is alwaies eyery where, in which re- 
ſpe& he is preſentin every place. 3. Nor is the doctrine to be 
underſtood concerning that preſence, which Chriſt promi- 
ſeth, where holy Ordinances are diſpenſed-Into that preſence 
hypocrites do approach, and in that ſenſe they ordinarily 
come unto him, as F#das did. And in regard of their verbal 
profeſſion he # near unto the meuths of men in their natural 
condition, who ſhall everlaſtingly be ſeparated from the pre- 
ſence of his grace in glory, 


- © But the meaning of the Doftrine'is this ; That all the' | 
_ children of men in their natural eftate are at a diſtance from 


I 


: 
* 
Y 
[ 
: 
. 


Chrift, 1, In regard of ſpirituall Union, being wad of his | 


ſpirit. 2. In reſpe& of intire affeQion, for he is-farre. from 
their reins; And they are exemies, having their mindes ſer 
4pon evil-Warks. 3. And in point of communion with Chriſt, 
becauſe not ſubdued by his Spirit unto his holy Govern- 
ment. 

-, Therefore alſ[unregenerate perſons are Wretched and mi- 


ſerable, whatſoever their parentage, parts, or priviledges be; | 
Plal.7 2-17, & for happineſſe confpts in having Chriſt, therefore all ſuch-are | 


unhappy who are without him, 
nh | This 


[ 
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.. This I ſuggeſt the rather that I may give* hockey 
their vanity who extoll the Nature of man, and; blefle- 


ul 7 morall converſation of Heathens though. Chet, - S424. 
's, * AlthoughI grant that mans body is a curious: piece, attliis PtIapg + | 
a- 3 ſoulisof more worth then the whole world - Anil tiongh Mar. Wag: 
be 2 yeeldthatmanin reſpe& both of his body. and foul: haytbe_ 
ze Þ truly calleda microw/me, a little world, being greed 
d. 3 theextradt of all other creatures ; yea, although Tachnbws © | 
.- F ledgethac perſons without the enjoymentof Chrif,graybe 7 122. T- 
n. #7 richly beautified with rare acquired endowments, -with+@: Ts 
r= I tues intelleuall and morall, 'yet -becauſe they arewithout- - +; <7 

# Chriſt,therefore without bleſſedneſle; For.notwithſtanding 
v, 2 All their lovely qualifications. they. are lothſore. All:theix flb- £1 ”y "yy 
to 7} lunary enjoyments are empty warities ; All _ 


eſt priviledges are lofſe, droſſe, dung ; ' And. all' their» beſtgone - Phi ve- F 


»s 2} dutiesare glittering abominations : Theſe heads Tio nt $20 

Jr 27 atwithout colergiment But if any one would moref Phe Thilgn 

e- | acquainted with the miſery of perſons not remedy grace, hioars oxys 

he 2 and therefore without Chriſt ; Let him conſider; how: gauch 42a. * 

1 3 is comprized in thoſe expreſſi ons of the Apoftle:q 4#1that - Spend pec- og 

ce Þ time ye Were Without Chriſt, being aliens from olig > Goowhoin: oa 3233 i 14. es, <T 
& wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the Covenand, Yprowiſ, op: by ee 30 
2 having no hope, and without Gud in the world: - b AL. 1 
= - This being ſuggeſted concerning the: Ghrifitewaniſgn- | + F bb. 47 Wo 

fall condition of all-people in the eftate of degranalianing, "17s ce EE 


doth make way'to the ſecond doctrine.» 2 445/15 {2 Sp 
T hat there ts ameceſſity of mans coming mito Chtiel* "227% wn Dil 2+ 
2 -, | Ifenquiry be made, What it is to come unto ChrifChril | 
"- himſelf returneth anſwer, that beleeving:on bin is | 
_ # untohim. Let his own words be weighed, Herbat! comers * Johki6.35.1 i | 
| ene me frall never knnger, and he that beleevethon:\me;fhdllRom.' 10.103 
Z mever thirſt; In this beleeving ( which is heart-morks) uhe-iz Per.2.7, 
- ſoul, Ei Sets a high- value upon Chritt ; To. you! whid bthrimy Amorcurrit per 
Z bee precious. 2. And opens it ſelf in galpirgs afrer ban, with | efiderayn: 5 
Z readineſſeto entertain him; Thoſe receive him iwho-theleemic Joh. 1; 15; 
3 onhiu Name: The enlightned beart by: the aftirigs.0ffeveral./ 
7 affeRtions maketh unto Chriſt, and cloſeth with-tim: Diſfire,  Affettibus, non: 
love, hope, and joy are the feet whereby the Chtiſtians heart pedibus, , FR, 
- C 2 goeth - | 
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Neceſſitas pra- 
cipti & medy. 


Iſa. $5.1. 


Job. 7.37. 


1 Joh. 3-23, 


ry that ſinners ſhould by faith come unto Chriſt. 


| Join.6.37,40- 


Joh. z.16, & 


. 5-40. 


3}. Pct. 2.45 


Gen 2.22. 


Pia. 45,14; 


"on him-2 The Goſpel-Propher doth double, yea treble his * 


| Ci] 
#o0eth unto Chriſt. And the neceſlity which is taid upon all | 
finners ©o come unto Chritt is double,  « _ 
1. As a duty impoſed by Gods command. I 
2. Asa means. appointed by divine wiſedom that Chrift * 
may be enjoyed, and that the poor ſinner may be ſaved. E 
Firtt, How frequent are Scripture-follicitations and injun- # 
ions to come unto Chriſt and (which isall one) to believe 7 


Invitation, Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye, come ye, yea F 
come. And our Saviour himſelt ſpake the fame language # 
publikely with expreſlion of mnch importunity ; 7» the laft 
axd great day of the Feaft feſus ſtood and cried ſaying, If any * 
man thirt tet him Come unto me: And this is Gods command= © 
went that we ſhould beleeve on the Name of his Son Feſws Chriſt. 
Therefore if it be neceſſary that divine kindenefle be-not 
fleighted, nor divine authority diſobeyed, then it is neceſſa- 


' Secondly, Coming unto Chriſt and. believing. on him is * 
the condition of the Goſpel: without which falvation by | 
Chriſt cannot poſlibly be enjoyed: This our Saviour is open 
and expreſle in, A that the Father giveth me ſhall come unts © 
mes Ard thu i the will of him that ſent me, that every one | 
who beleeveth may have life everlaſting : God gave hu only be» 
gotten Son that whoſcever beleeveth on him ſhould not Py ; 
And ye will not come unto me that ye might have life : How | 
ſhould there be conjunction and communion with Chriſt | 
except the ſoul come unto him ?- Chriſt is the foundation, 
and beleevers are built upon him, who therefore muſt be- 
brought unto him : To. whom coming { faith the Apoſtle 
Peter) ye al/o as living ftones are built up a ſpiritual houſe , 
And whereds age vt 04 Ja Chriſt is held forth under 
che metaphor of conjugall: communion in the Scriptures, © 
as the Book of the Canicles doth abundantly manifeſt : 
Ged brought: ( at the firſt Inſtitution of marriage ) the woman 
«nto man thathe might enjoy her: And in the place where © 


[1 


the myſtical marriage betwixt Chriſt and his Church is-re- |: 
preſented by that conjugat relation betwixt King Solomon 2 
and Pharachs Daughter, we have this expreſiion, She ſpall © 
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[13] 
be brought unto the. King : This might -be further illuſtrated 
by other Scripture fimilitudes, fuggeſting the neceſlity of 
the ſouls approaches unto Chriſt that it may be happy in 
him. ButlI forbear. | | | 


The Application followeth. Ofc 
This DoQrine diſcovereth the ſinfulneſſe and ſadneſſe of os 


their condition who are: ſo far from coming to Chriſt thar 

they depart farther and farther from Chrifl, God com- 

plaineth when people revolt more and more; And the Apoſtle Ia. 
{peaketh of them who draw back, xnto perditicn. In caſe you Heb,1o. 39, 
demand who do withdraw from Chriſt > 1 anſwer. 

x. Such who turn aſide into w:izs of errour,Hereticks are 
ſaid to draw away people from God. Thoſe who deny the aa, 5.37. 
Deity of Chriſt, the divine authority of the holy Scriptures, 
their obligation to the morall Law, &c. doubtleſſe they 
forſake Chriſt. 

2. And thoſe who give themſelves to the ſatisfa&ion of 
any finful lufts, they are drawn away. By oppreſſion lying.and Jam-1.14, 
other tranſgreſſions, people are ſaid to depart from God. Sinners 1.59-13. 
(through wicked principles) are efranged from the womb, and ** 533: 
they go aftray fo ſoon as they are born, Therefore how wofully 
do they leave Chriſt who make an impenitent propreſſe in 
ſin, whereby he is forſaken more and more. 

To perſwade people to come unto Chriſt, as they deſire Uſe. 
either Gods honour by ebeying his call and command or 
their.own welfare in yeelding to the conditions of Goſpel 
grace, without which there is no hope of ſalvation, as was 


manifeſted before in. the confirmation of the doarine.- O 


that I Knew what to ſay farther co ferch in fouls to 
- 1, Conſider your owh etmptineffe and his fulneſſe ;- The 
empty belly will comme to the ſtorehouſe for food; The bare 

back will goto the Wardrobe for clothes ; The poor penu- 
ious perſon will make to the Treaſury for wealth upon in« 
Vitation, and encouragement to be ſypplied. Hearkenthere- ,, 
forewhat. Chriſt ſaith,” 7 rown/ell the? to buy.of 8" yold tried Bam. 3.18, . 
iu the fire that thou maiſt be rich, and white vraiment that thow > 
maiſt be cloathed, and that the ſhame of thy nakeeneſſe may not 

| | C4 


appear. 


(74) 
appear. Full Barns in Zgype called people from all Countreys 
to- come thicher ,for,.corti: And need at home ſendeth men 

* unto the markets for proviſion.. . iS, 
And beleeve that as itwill be to your comfort ſo to your 
credit alſo to come unto Chriſt ſpeedily without delay.” The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks this to the great honour of Axdroxicxus and 

Rom.16.7. Fania, that they were iu Chriſt before himſelf, And it is re- 
corded co zhe everlaſting commendation of Afnaſon of Cy- 

AR.21,16. pris, that he Was ax old Diſciple. 

Now if you ask me what you ſhould do that you may 
come unto Chriſt > I anſwer; | | 

Terminus 4quo, 1- You muſt relinquiſh your ſelves by ſelf-deniall, and 

eſt junde inizzym by an boly.contempt of all creature-contents in compariſon 

ſumis mrs. of Chriſt; Weigh well his own words, #hoſoever he be of 

Luk.14-33- Ju that forſaketh not all that he bath, he cannot be my Di/- 
C8PiEe 

4 You muſt by the encreaſe of the knowledge of Chriſt 

Duo principia endeavour to ſtir up longings after him .* This courſe the 

eo cg: Goſpel-Prophet took to bring needy ſouls to Chriſt, telling 

Tp. hem of the water, milk and wine, _—— in abundance 


Ifa.55.1,2,3, | x 
- nd, "<p to be had without money or price; And hereby the Spouſe 


with Ch.6.1, of Chrift prevailed with ſtrangeas, to reſolve to look out - 


after him. 
3. You muſt make unto Chrift, as with ſorrow: for your 
former eftrangements, ſo with reſolutions"of fitare ſub- 
Maz.12,28,29 miffion unto his government. Come wnto me ( faith Chriſt ) 
| all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and 1 Will give you reſt: 
* Take my yoke upon you. | 

\ In theſe and the like endeavours you muſt be induſtrious 
and unwearied, for ſinne hath ſet your ſouls at fo fad a di- 
Rance from Chriſt, that they will not eaſily. be prevailed 
with to come unto him. And' this maketh way for the next 
- docrine (the firſt of thoſe two which are chiefly intended in 

the Text.) h 


1 wan cometh to Chrift Withomt drawin 


..\Inche handling of this truth I pil I, Explain it. 2. Con- 5 


firm it. 3, Apply it. | 
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[15] 

For Explicatioh,"We muft know that this drawitip (With- 
ont which there is no coming unto Chrift )' doth import not 
only mans inability but alſo his renitency and contratiety 
unto motions towards Chriff.' This way be: clkte by: the 
uſe of the Original word itr{the'Setiptate; whett applied 
both co lifeleſfe and Tivirig creatures: We teade of the hrifer 
that hath not draws in the yoke ; And we know that the dead 
commodities with which the wain'ts loaded, whether tim- 
ber, ſtone or mettals, &c. doin their naturall propenſions 
oppoſe thoſe motions which are made by the ſtrength of the 
creature, which draweth'them from one place to another. 
In like manner, who knoweth net that water ( which is ſaid 
to'be drawn) is in its nature averſe to elevation? And when 
this drawing is applied to living creatures, it noteth the like 
unwillingneſſe, whether' we conſider ir in them 'which, are 
only-ſenfible, or in ſuch which are reaſonable gifs. Aw tn- 
ſtance of the former kinde'may* be giver in'the* multitude 
of Fiſhes which he Apoſtles Were not able to draw out of the 
waters; Thoſe creatures gainſay and reſift endeavours to 
bring them ,out of their proper element > And when the 


words uſed in reference unto man drawn hither and thither, 


EAXVOW, 


Deut.21.3» 
The LXX ufe 
the word in 
the Text. - 


Gon. 24,11, 
oh.4,11,15. 


Job, 21 6s 


it ſpeaketh to'every rationall perſon mans oppoſition and _ 


averſeneſſe'; As when the multitude drew Paul and. Silas into * 


the market-place, -and at another time they drew Paul oxt of 
the Temple ; who doubterh whether theſe men were unwit- 
ling to be'thus dealt with Þ 2 8k OT 
he confirmation of the Dotine may: be conifilerttl 
both from Scriprnre and Reaforn.'Y ou may take pr60R8'Frorh 


* theScriptures, 1. Both Metaphorically, '2. Ad atore dS8h- 


” ly expreffed. The fimilitiide in the Parable'of the Yof She 
* when found laid on the Owntys ſhoulders and brought hitne; do 
+ atteſt this Truth; for the Sheep will neither bedtiven 'nor 
2 Ted home; bur muft be carried'; Neither 'words gentle or 
2 rough, nor blows lefle or;greater can prevail, to divert its 


oO 
® 


courfe of wandring, bnt it mnlt (if ever it be brooghe 


_ #. homie )- come again its will upon the Shephards ſhoulders. - 

| | Andmore operand expreſſe to the proot of 'thEDoarine 
2 1s the Speech of Chrift, 'caſfing finners thts — 

4 1 lowſhip 


AR. 16.19, 
& 31.39. 
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Reaſon 1. 


Rom. $.6. 


£=,-Joh. 15-5. 
2 Sam.4.4. 


Auguſtine 


lowfhjp with, himſelf,.. Compel! chemi to come 5n, - 
| The Reaſons of the Point may be 'piven under three 
heads. | | | 
1;-From man himſelf cauſally. 
2. From the devil inftrumentally, 
3. From Chriſt occaſionally working averſeneſs unto- 
converſion Evangelical. 
The cauſe of this renitency doth lie radically in the hearts 
of all the children of fallen 4dam, which may be conſidered 
in three particulars. 

_ 1. Every manin the eſtate of nature is ſpiritually feeble, 
without ſtrength, not able to do any thing wichout Chriſt, As 
Mephiboſpeth receiving a fall out of his Nurſes arms, be- 
came lame all his life long. So all mankinde by Adams firſt 


 Apoſtacy did in ſuch fort fall from God, that all their bones, 


all their gracious abilities were broken into peeces ; Grace 
was loſt and Nature wounded; Now as bodies bruiſed and 
weakened are averſe ' to motions, . being unable they are 
alſo-unwilling to ſtir. So fareth it likewiſe with men in re- 


| ſpeRtof their ſouls upon the ſame account. | 


2. There is in every unregenerate heart an inbred antipa- 
thy to Jeſus Chriſt and his government. . Naturally all men 


Luk.19.14327 bate Chriſt, and as enemies ſay in their hearts, He ball not 


Iſa-65-2. 


Mar.33.37» 


AR&.7.50. 


ARQ.11.6,10, 


rule over mw. The will is way-ward and gain-ſaying. This 
the holy Ghoſt often aſſerts, both in the Old and New Te- | 
 ſtament, 7 have ſpread out my bands all the day wnte, a rebelli- 
ons people. How often would 7, and ye would not. Te ftiffe-neck- 
ed and uncircumciſed in heart, ye do alwaies refift the holy 
Gheſft; as your Fathers did, ſo do ye. From theſe quotations : 
may benoted, 1.That notwithſtanding holy Ordinances en- -: 
joyed, correQions uſed, and bleſſings beſtowed ( for ſuch 
were divine diſpenſations toward //-ae/)yet there is refracto- * 
rineſſe. 2. That thus it was with chem all naturally from ge- | 
neration to generation, Therefore in this reſpe& there can- ' 
_ not be acoming unto Chriſt expected except men be drawn. © 
As the Wilde beafts and creeping things, &Cc. ( in Peters viſion) 
were drawn wp, becauſe naturally they fink down-ward, in 
like manner is it in the caſe now under diſcourſe, - + 
1 | The | 
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7 unregenerate ſinners. They are in the ſnare of the devil, who 
7 aittaken captive by him at hs will. As a ſtrong man armed 
Z he keeperh poſſeſſion in them as in his palace, and wil not go Luk.11.31,24 


2 RN, 5 Eo Rr 


3. The world with all-the thick oft ani clay in it, 'with Heb.2.6. 
aftke froffi > contentments oth Foe every unre- 
generate _ ;. 4nd by reaſon hereof the heart hangs back 

om Chriſt, {and will not come without haling ; You know 
that Oxes bonght, a Farm purchaſed, and a wife married be- 


is ing inordinately affeted kept many: from coming to feaſt | 
S with Chriſt; And as Zo with his Relations, through love Luk.14 18. 


unto the contents in Sodow would not come away till they Gen. 9.16. 

were plucked out; So isit with naturall men, being rooted | 

in the world ; Asthe fond ſucking childe.is ſaid to be draws 1.18.9,  * 
om the breaſts, becauſe very loth to leave them. In this | 

regard there is need of a conquering power to deliver us Gal.1.4. 5-w 

from this evil world. And the expreſlion of the Apoſtle in iC9], at 

the Originall doth hold forth thus.much to our obſerya- 72% *--- 


? tion, which isalſo manifeſted every where by manifold ex- 


tences. . | 
-From Satay, who hath and exerciſeth great power in all Reaſon 2. 


S Tim.3- 26, 


ont till he be evercome,and bis armonr be taken from him : And 


# the devil as a powerfull Prince worketh in the Children of diſ= yy... 


| obedience. His power is not ſo much over their bodies as over 2 Car. 4.4. 


their ſouls. blinding their mindes and holding their wils in 


Z thraldome, and hence itis that poor creatures in bondage 


7 to hell cannort' be brought unto Chriſt without drawing. - 


7 When 1/-ae! was brought out of Egypt it is ſaid, with 4 Exad.6.1,6. 3 
* ftrong hand ſpall Pharash let them go, and the Lord faith, 7 | 

* will redeem you With a fliretched out arm; For as Pharaoh 
2 with his might ſought to continue them in Zgyprian ſlavery, 
Z ſo themſelves being now accuſtomed to ſervitude, and find- 
$ ing ſome troubles attending attempts for their deliverance, 
| were averſe to a change, as many paſſages in that Hiſtory 
| doevidence. In like. manner itis with unregenerate perſons 
| abiding under Satans power, and therefore without drawing 


$ they will not be brought to Chriſt. 


From Jeſus Chriſt himſelf and his government there are Reaſon 3. 


# occaſionall hindrances of coming unto him. Akhough in 
OR D 


reality 
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| reality wharſoever isin Chriſts perſon, or adminiſtrations, 


Can. L I 6. 


a Cor.10.4, 
| AH ONES. 


Iſa,s 3-2. 


may rather be iriducements then impediments unto the poor 
ſinner, who is called to come unto him, (for he is altoge» 
ther lovely; ) yet becauſe of thoſe miſ-apprehenſions and 
carnal reaſonings which, are in the hearts of naturall men, 
many things are ſuggeſted which diſcourage the ſouls appli 
cation unto him, Take inſtance in ſome. ; 

Unto the eye of fleſh and bloud, He hath no comelineſſe, 
Nacurall. men are apt to ſay, when we ſee hins there ts na 
beauty that we ſhould deſire him : And therefore when they 
obſerve in a Chriſtian inſatiable gaſpings after Chriſt, they 


ſpeakthus (accounting their affe&ions to be blinde fond- 


Can.5.9. 


x Cer.1.18,23 


Job.,7.49,48. 


2 Tim.3.12. 


+ Tim.4-16. 


Mar.8. 19,20, 


nefſe) what # thy beloved mere then another beloved ? 

© 2: According to the judgement of purblinde reaſon, many 
things aſſerted concerning Chriſt appear improbable and ri- 
diculous; In-which reſpe&s the wiſe Heathens accounted 
the Goſpel fooliſoneſſe, and thereupon reje&ed Chriſt with 
the high notions of him. As for example, God and man, 
finite and infinite, to be united and to make one perſon. ' 4 childe 
to be boyn of a virgin without the kyowledge of maniT hat Chrift 
ſrould be Ged and yet die: Theſe are incredible Paradoxes 
unto the apprehenſions of humane reaſon, and therefore 
Chriſt thus deſcribed is diſerted. 

_ 3. Becauſe upon their own obſervation they ſee that the 
moſt people ( yea ſuch who are great in the world and re- 
ated wile ) S enerally negle& Chriſt, therefore they 
now no reaſon wherefore they ſhould make unto him,T hex 


- anſwered ſome of the Phariſees ( unto ſome who admired 


Chrift) Are ze alſo deceived ? Have any of the Rulers or of the 
Phariſees beleeved on him ? 

4. And they hear from the Scriptures, that a who wilt 
live goaly in Chriſt Teſu muſt ſuffer perſecution, and they do 
ſee this verified frequencty, whereupon they rather fall off 
from him then follow him.W hen Pax was convented before 
Nero as a MalefaCtor, he faith, No man ſtood With me, but all 
men- forſcok, me. And. when our Saviour himfelf told the 
Scribe who came unto him, and ſaid, ſafer, 7 will folow 
thee Whitherſoever thou goeft, The Foxes have hales, and the 

birds 


[193-7 | 
birds of leaves have nefts, but the Son of man hath wet where 
to lay bis head ; then he draweth off, and we reade not of his 
coming to Chriſt afterward, ES; 

5. The things required in the, Goſpel of all Chriſts fol- 
lowers are ſuch as are repugnant. unto the principles, which 
are incorporated into. natural wiſe men, in which regard the 
wiſedom of the. fleſh 1s enmity againſt God, it ts not ſubjet# nei- Rom V7. 
ther indced can be. I will name fome of thoſe Goſpel-com- 
mands, which will not eaſily down with unregenerate per- 
ſons, viz. T hat 4 man muſt forſakg the World and all the com- 71. x he 5 
forts thereof for Chriſt. When -David ſent unto Naba/ for ; 
ſome bodily relief, the covetous churl returneth this anſwer, 

Shall I take my bread and my water, and my fleſh Which Thave : Sam,25.11.) 
kilted for my Servants, and give it unto men Whom 1 know nat 

whence they be ?- In like manner, it ſeemeth abſurd untg 

worldly men to relinquiſh all for Chriſt. And this gave check 

unto the rich young mans coming unto Chriſt, for he had Mat. 19.21,a2 
great poſſeſiovs. 2. That ſelf-wiſedom ſhould be laid afidein | 

the matters of God. The Apoftle telleth us, that a man muſt 

become 4 fool that be. may be wiſe; As he himſelf yeelds to x Cor.z.18, 
the -command of Chrift not conferring with fleſb. and bloud: Gal. 1.16. 
Now as the men of 7abeſs Gilead ſtuck at this condition of 

peace propounded by Nabaſs the Ammonite, viz. that he i Sem. 1,2) 
wioht thruſt out their right eyes. So unregenerate morall : ; 
wiſe men ariſe with renitency againſt this Evangelicall injun= 

Rion, 'you muſt beleeve and notrdiſpute, you muſt be guid- 

ed by Chriſts counſels, _ your ſelves cannot make out 

the reaſonablenefſe- thereof by your own light. Hence itis | 

that wot many wiſe men after the fleſh are called. 3. That Chri- 1 Corir.26, 
Rians muſt p/nck owt their eyes if they offend, and cut off their Math. y.29,30 
right hand if it offend, and mortifie theſe lufts which are as the _ vo 
members of their bodies. As men are draws unto death, yea, TOE 
are very _—_— to yeeld unto the diſſeCting, the catting | 

off of any part of the body, though only a finger or a toe: 

So do carnall men keep at a diſtance from Jeſus Chriſt, un- 

derſtanding that if they come unto him, their luſts ( which 

are dear to chem as their lives ) guſt be maſſacred and mor- +» 

| tified, Unto theſe particulars more might be added which 

D 2 diſſwade 


[260 
difſwade poor ſouls from coming in unto Chriſt, viz. Thet « 
man muſt not expet# ro be juſtified by his own works, or accepted 
becauſe of his own goodneſſe, or be ſaved by bis own merits: 
And therefore if all theſe: conſiderations be ſeriouſly laid 
rogether, we ſhall aſſent'to the DoQtrine- under hand, viz. 

That ſinners come net unto Chriſt without drawing. 

"» The Application of this Truth followeth. 

Pe 1. This DoErine corfuteth the Arminian-opinions of uni-. 
yerſall grace. and of mans free-will, to relinquiſh. ſelf and 
the world, -and the ſervice of fin at his own pleaſure, by his 
own ftrength, and that being awakened and dealt with by 
humane morall perſwaſion, he is able to walk unto Chriſt. 
Whereas our Saviour is open in expreſling the naturall. ob- 
Rinacy, together with the inability of fallen man to riſe and 
come unto Chriſt : As he ſpake thus: to the Jews who had 
abundant helps both by Ordinances and other providences 

| Jok.9.40, (25 was before ſuggeſted ; ) ye will not come unto me;- And 

daar-23.39+ How often would I, and ye would not : So what words could be 
uttered more expreſly oppoſite unto ſuch conceits then theſe 

in my Text ; Ns man can come unto me except the Father that 

hath ſent me draw him. And that the Apoftle Paul is fully 

aint this imagination, viz. ( that morall perſwaſion,” that 
e-propounding of arguments is ſufficient to bring ſinners 
to Chriſt ; ). is manifeſt by his-aſſerting that the Ele them- 
| , Jn ſelves in the eſtate. of depraved nature are dead in treſpaſſes 
Nonperſuatebis 494 fie, and children of diſobedience; The Originall holds 
ctianſs perſue- forth this truth, that they are children of no perſwaſion, peo- 
ſeri. ple who will not be perſwaded.- Let Miniſters or others ſay 
| what they can, yet ſuch istheir perverſeneſſe that they will 

_ dothecontrary : As thoſe with whom the Prophet Feremiah 

dealt faithfully. and powerfully, returned this anſwer ; As 

Jer.44.16,17, for the word which thou haſt Spoken unto us in the Name of the 

| Lord, we Will not hearken unto thee ; But we will certainly ds 
whatſoever thing goeth out of our-ows month. $0 do, and ſo 

will all the children of men caft off arguments and perſwa- 

ſions, which are produced to bring them unto Chriſt till 

the Lord renew them. And the carriage of ſtubborn 1/+ae/ 

towards Samuel ( perſwading them to ſubmit. unto that Oe 


- 


v  vernment / 


| [ir] 

yernment which-God had eſtabliſhed and bleſſed ) doth 
* clearly diſcover the frame of the hearts of unregenerate 
men. Though Samwel had convinced them that their change 
ſo much defired by them, would tend unto their prejudice, 
yet they pertinaciouſly hold'unto this concluſion, Nay, but 
we will have a King over 4; A ſtubborn will maintaineth re. 
bellion againſt reaſon. 

Hence may be manifeſted the great miſtake of two ſorts 
of people ; 1. Otthem who procraftinate and pur off repen- 
tance, promifirig themſelves ro convert unto God hereaf- 
ter.. The Apoſtle Famer blameth men for faultineſſe, neither 
ſo foul nor dangerous, Go ts now ye that ſay, To aay, or to 
morrow we will go into ſuch 4 City, and continue there a year, 
and buy, and ſell, and get gain; For ye ought toſay If the Lord 
will we ſhall live and de thus or that. For man hath more pow- 
er to trade for his advantage in civil tranſactions, then to 
a@ himſelf from Satan to God. The expreſſion of the Pro- 
phet 7eremiah is notable, Cay the Erhiopian change bis rkin or 
the Leepard hu ſpots ?” then may ye alſo do good that are accuſte- 
med to do evil: As every natural man being without trength 


1 Sam. 8.19. 
Video meliorg 
proboque dete- 
rior ſequor. 
Uſe. 2. 


Jam, 4.13,19, 


Jer.r3.23, 
Rom.5.6. 


Qui non eſt hg- 


is alwaies (if! left to himſelf ) unable to make unto Chriſt, ie c145 minus 


ſo by continuance in evil courſes his inability doth encreaſe. 
How Weak.ss thine heart ( faith the Lord God ) ſeeing then 


aptus eris. 


Eze.16,30.. | 
Rom-2.4. 


deſt all theſe things, By abuſing Gods patience and goodneſs, - 


ſinners are made more obdurate and impenitent, Therefore 
*isan AR of much ignotance and inconſiderateneſſe to de- 
fer endeavours of coming unto Chrift npon confiderce of 
future ſelf-converſion. : 

'2. Of Parents who neglect pains.taking to reform their 
children, while yonug, upon this conſideration, that age 
and diſcretion wilhreclaim them, As my Text and the Do- 
Arine under diſcourſe doth'cruſh ſuch imaginations, ſo doth 
the praQtice of godly Parents: and others, dealing: with 
young ones, adding praiers unto affetionate importunity, 
that chey might be- ſubdned unto Chriſt. Solomon while 
Joung , Was inſtrutted and admoniſhed bath by biz father 
and metber ; His father added argwments to:conn/ell, his mo- 
ther was-very importunate ; what my Sox! and” what-the 

D 3 Sox, 


*. 


Pro.4.3,4. 


iCro.:8.9,10 
P:0.31.2,3. 


Aa.:6.17,18, 
Rom.10.10,11 


Mat.13.47. 


Mat.4.19. 


Lnk, 14.33 
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Son of my Womb | and what the Son of my vaws! Give not thy 
ſtrength anto women, &c. And yet how earneſt was his.Fa- | 
ther David with God in his behalf. Give: xnto,Solowon my 
Son a perfet heart, to keep thy Commandments, thy Teſtimo- 
nies and thy Statutes. I forbear further/inſtances becauſe my, 
diſcourſe doth ſwell under my hang, and I muſt ſpeed for- 
ward. | | 
Laſtly, (for IT will reſerve further application unto the 
next Docrines) from hence might be manifeſted the necelſ- 
ſity of a preaching Miniſtry to bring ſinners, unto Jeſus 
Chriſt. Saint Pax! doth certifie us, that- this was Gods end 
in ſending him to preach the Goſpel unto the Gentiles, 79 
open their eyes, and toturn them from the power of Satan to God : 
And his interrogations ſpeak thus much alſo; How ſaall they 
beleeve on him of whow they haive not heard, and how ſhall they 
bear Without a' Preacher ? And how ſhall they preach except 
they be ſent ? The ſence of the Apoſtle in thele expreſſions 
comes to thus much,that there is ſmal kope of the ſinners co. 
ming unto Chriſt, without the adminiſtration of the Goſpel 
by men lawfully,regularly called agd conſtituted by theLord. 
This may. yet further be illuftrated by conſidering cheſe 
particulars which I will nakedly pr d without enlarge- 
ment, 1, That the Goſpel is compared unto a draw-zer, 


* whereby ſinners are to be drawn out of the gulf, the ſea of 


fin and miſery, 2, That the Miniſters of the Goſpel are cal- 
ted Fiſhers of men. As the Fiſhes are drawn out of the wa- 
ter by angles or nets, ſo ſouls are pulled to: Chrift by preach- 
ing.3.And that Miniſters are thoſe ſervants mentioned in the 
Parable, who are ſent by the Lord to compe# people ro come 
unto Chriſt, that they might be feaſted by him unto fatis- 
faction. Therefore this contemned Ordinance of preach- 
ing by perſons rightly called according to divine inſtitution, 
is to be accounted more then expedient to draw finful ſouls 
unto Chriſt, 
But though the Miniſtry of the Word and the Mini- 
ſters raves, are not to.. be deſpiſed or neglected, yet 
they are only inſtruments and means in Gods hand to brin 
unto Chriſt, for God himſelf is the efficient- cauſe of this 
converſion 


-_ 


(233 


converſion to Chriſt,as bimſelf in my Text affirms 5 No man 
can come unto me except the Father which hath ſent me draw 


him, And this makes way for my next Obſervation, 


T hat the drawing of ſinfull ſouls unto Chrift u« the peculiar 
work of God. As Chrift doth appropriate the ſinners coming 
co himſelf unto his fathers power and grace ; 7/aid unto you, 
that no may can come unto me except it were gives him of my 
Father. So God the Father aſſumeth the glory thereof to 
himſelf, ſpeaking thus to the converted ſinner, ith loving- 
kindeneſſe have I drawn thee. The further proof of the Point 
may be cleared by ſhewing that all thoſe aRtings are proper 
unto God, whereby the-finners coming unto Chriſt is ex- 
preſſed in Scripture. 1. The ſinners Union with' Chriſt is a 
Creation, Te are his workmanſhip created in Chrift Feſus (faith 
Pax! to the converted Epheſians;) And if ' any man be in 
Chri# (ſaith the ſame Apottle) he & a new creature : Now 
God alone is the Creator.: 2. It is a ſecond birth, or a Re- 

eneration which to reaſon ( as Nicodemws ludged) is a work 
impoſſible, and beyond the reach of humane ſtrength ; and 
therefore it belongs to God. 'They are born nt of bleud, nor of Eph.z,1,5, 
the will of the fleſh,nor of the will of man, but of God. 3. Itisa- 
kinde of RefurreRion, 4 quickning of the dead: Andit is God 
alone Who raiſeththe dead. 4-The ſinner which cometh unto 
Chriſt is delivered from the power of Satan. And God is to 
be attended that ſuch a' poor creature may be recovered 
from the ſnart of the devil, Who is taken captive by him to do 
his will; for no other power but the Spirit of God can binde 
and evercome, and ejeft this au man armed. 3. And where- 
as the ſoul cometh to Chriſt by beleeving, the Apoltle aſſerts 
that faith is the gift of God, and that we beleeve becauſe we 


receive the Spirit of faith. 


Hence for the right underſt anding'of this Point it may be 
demanded how God draweth the ſoul to Chriſt, and how the 
eſſential liberty of mans will can be preſerved, if this forcible 


drawing be aſſerted. 
I anſwer. | | 
I. ThatI dare not undertake 
any one conſtant way which the Lord holds unto, 


peremptorily to fet. down 
in this 


Work : 


Doft. 


Joh, 6.65, 


Jer.31.3. 


Eph.2.10. 
2 Co, 5. I7. 


X[io1s. 
Iſa.4.26. 


Joh. 3.34. 


Joh. 1.13. 


2 Cor.1,9. 
AQ&.26.18, 
2 Tim 2.25,26 
Mar.13.29, 


Joh,6.35. 
Eph.2.8., 


2 Cor.4.13, 


eſt 


Anaſw. 
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work : For ſome are more ſilently-brought' unto Chriſt, as 
Lydia whoſe heart God opened ſecretly ;-and others.come 
unto Chriſt with a:greater notſe, as Par is-knocked/.down 
and humbled; . Thi Jaylor .cometh in crembling, . beinpraf- 
frighted with an earthquake; And many are gradually, and 
without much ſenſe to themſelves brought out of an eſtate 


- of nature into fellowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt. The Lord Chriſt 


Joh.3 8. 


 Kcclenis,- 


himſelf ſaith, The winde bloweth where it lifteth, and thou 
heareſt the ſound thereof ,but canſt not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it geeth, Ss every one that ts born of the Spirit, And 
wiſe Solomox hath theſe words, T how knoweſt net what i; the 
way of the Spirit,nor how the bones do grow in the womb : How 


' much leſſe diſcernable is the punuall progreſſe of Gods 


grace in bringing the ſoul unto Chriſt, and making the new 
creaturein him. tte 491952 
But to me it is evident, that notwithſtanding this draw- 


| ing there is. no violence at all offered unte mans will, for 


Fortitey, ſed 
ſnzviter, Aug. 


Gen.g.27, 


: Luk. 14.23, 


YZ $2700» 


2 Cor.5.14,15 


AR.16.15. 


God operateth ſweetly though powerfully, according to 
the capacity of the reaſonable careature-in bringing the fin- 
nerto Chriſt. This may be manifeſted by fundry Scripture- 
expreſſions, As for inſtance, The prayer of Noah ( which 
alſo containeth a Prophecy ) for the effeuall calling of the 
Gentiles into ſpirituall fellowſhip with the Jews in the pri- 
viledges of Goſpel-grace, is thus expreſſed ;, God foall per- 
ſwade 7aphet, and he ſhall dwell in the Tents of Shem ; And 
as for that phraſe, Compell them to come 5u, the Originall 
word ſignifieth, neceſſitate them, 1. e. endeavour to bring 
them by ſhewing the neceſlity thereof. The like ſenſe bear- 
eth that expreſſion of Saint Paul, The love of Chriſt conſtras- 
xeth us, as the words following declare, becauſe (faith he) we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead; and that 
he died for all, that they which live ſhonld not henceforth live 
unto themſelves but wnto him which died for them and roſe 4- 
gain; Therefore this conſtraint or compulſion was carried 
on in ſuch ſort, that no violence was thereby offered unto 
the will, As alſo,whben the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the importu- 
nity whereby Lydia prevailed with $;/as and himſelf to come 
unto her houſe, he uſeth theſe words, She conſtrained ns. 

She 


[25] 

" Chis being premiſed I proceed to ſuggeſt that method and 
way which the Lord (asI humbly conceive ) uſeth ordina- 
rily in drawing ſinners by faith unto his Son Jeſus Chriſt : 
And thisI will propound under five heads. 

Firſt, The Lord begins the work by conviction. The A- 
poſtle diſcovering Gods dealing with the ſinner, in tenden- 
cy to his converſion faith, He # convinced. As in the begin- 
ning of the Creation of the world God ſaid, Let there be light, 
So when his Majeſty regenerateth fallen man, he bringeth 
from darkneſſe to light. And by this convincing lighe let into 
the ſoul, the Lord manifeſterh both ſin committed and mi- 
ſery deſerved. Bebop 

1. The eyeof the underſtanding is opened to ſee thoſe 
- waies ſinfull wherein formerly no fin was diſcerned. As Pe- 
zer ſhot this arrow of conviction into the hearts of them 
who had an band in putting Chriſt to death, that how mean- 


ly ſoever they had thought of him, yet God had owned and - 


advanced him, and this pierced them preparing them for ap- 
proaches unto him for ſalvation. So the Apoſtle Paul re- 
| lating his own converſion, telleth us how he was convinced 

by the latitude and ſpiricualneſſe of Gods Law, that inward 
luſtings were ſinfull, and he by conſidering his inward pra- 
vity together with the imperfections of his duties, was dri- 
ven out of himſelf unto Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. Deſerved miſery is preſented to the view of the poor 
guilty creature, whereof he was not aware before. Thus Pau! 
was told by a voice from heaven, 7r's hard for rhee to kick. 
againſt the pricks. Although before, this perſecucor being 
backed with the authority of the times, conceived his courſe. 
juſtifiable,and bis condition fate;yer now hearing of his dan- 

er, he ſubmits, and deſireth co know from Chriſt what he 
ſhould do to prevent his deep danger. In like manner deal- 


x Cor. 1 4:24, 
Gen.1.3, 


Adg.26,18. 


AR.2.36, 
Rom.7. 


Ad.g.s. 


eth the Lord with other ignorant, ſecure ſinners whom he - 


© purpoſeth to bring unto Jeſus Chriſt. 

- Secondly, By means of the fore-mentioned conviction, 

God in ſuch ſort awakeneth the ſleeping conſcience, that ir 
accuſeth, condemneth, and affrightech che guilty finner. 

1. Now his bear [mireth hins for faults formerly ſleighted. 

E '. - Con- 
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1 Sam, 24, 


' Pia.51:3, 


Gen.43+21. 
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' 2 Tim-1, 
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Joh. 33-13, 
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Mart.27. 


Pſa.32. 
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Conſcience ſpreads a large catalogue of old miſcarriages be. 
fore his eyes. Jnprimz, thus deeply guilty in the loins of 
Adam, of no lefſe then high treeafon againſt thy Creator. 
Item, Thy nature thus univerſally defiled and poyſoned. 
Item, So much time miſpent, ſo many bleflings abuſed, ſo 
much counſell gainſaied, ſo many Ordinances deſpiſed, ec. 
Now his ſins are ever before him. Every place and company, 
and providence, doth occaſion the remembrance of ſome 
wickednefſe ; As fofephs brethren being in trouble, their 
conſciences whiſper their 01d guilt of their brothers bloud. 

2. And ſin thus particularly remembred is now aggrava- 
ted by the ſinners own conſcience, though before extenu- 
ated and accounted a ſmall matter, 7 have firned greatly in 
what I have done, and I have done very fooliſhly This is the 
language of conſcience where God commands it to ſpeak. 
My fins have been fo many, ſo hainous, commitred, repeat- 
ed, multiplied againſt ſo much light, ſo much love, notwith. 
ſtanding ſo many checks and warnings, I am the chiefeſt of 
finners. He goeth to God and faith, Father, 1 have ſinned 
againſt heaven and before thee : And he turneth anto wen, and 


. faith, 1 have perverted my waies and it did not prefit me. 


3. Conſcience minding the man of his many ins and their 
mighty aggravations, doth alſo thunder within him, divine 
threatnings, flaſhing the flames of divine diſpleaſure ( as it 
were) into his face. Now he thinks that he ſeerh hell boyl- 
ing, that he heareth deviJs roaring,and damned ſouls skritch- 
ing, and wiſheth that he had never been made. Now like 
guilty Cain he is ready to fear that every ove Will kill him, 
that every thing will be his bane and ruine. Now like 7adac, 
being condemned in his own conſcience, he is weary of his 
life, and though he be afraid to die, yet be is unwilling to 
live. Now he roareth as a man upon the rack, through the 
anguiſh of his ſpirir, and his moiſture is turned into the dronght 
of Summer. In the morning he wifheth for night, and at night 


he longeth for the morning. Thus havelI ſuggeſted the ſecond 


work of God in drawing the ſinner, towards himſelf, where- 
in for brevity ſake I have been the leſſe exact in amplifying 
and applying Scriptures, but bave only in the general! 
pointed 


UMI 


| C27) 
pointed at ſome of the aQtings of an awakened conſcience, 
conducing unto the ſinners conyerſion to Ghriſt. - 
Thirdly, When the heart is thus affrighted the Lord cau- 
ſeth the ſinner to finde a famine (as it were) in all creatures 


whatſoever, Neither poſſeſſions accumulated, nor parts 


heightned, nor duties multiplied, nor any imuginable com- 
fort on this ſide heaven, can yeeld ſatisfaction or relief. The 
Prodigal cannot get a belly full either amongſt hogs or men, 
and then he reſolveth to return home unto his father : And 
when a man in the midft of all creature-enjoyments ſeeth 
himſelf in a barren W:/derxeſſe, and findeth his way to true 
comfort, to be heaged up with thorns, then he beginneth to 
conſider, whether back again unto God be not the better 
way. The Goſpel-Prophet that he might prevail with needy 
ſouls to make unto Chriſt, he telleth them, that bread is not 
to be had elſewhere, and that a// /aboxr will be for no profit 
till the ſou! come unto Chriſt, And chus the Lord ſtormeth 
the afflicted ſoul out of all ſublunaries, ſo that it dareth not 
truſt unto any priviledges or performances whatſoever. The 
Apoſtle Pax/ experimentally and fullyſpeaketh unto this par- 
ticular in Phil. 3-which I deſire may be ſeriouſly conſidered. 
And thus poor ſinners lying under hedges and in the high-waies 
(where ſupplies for hunger cannor be had ) are compelled, 
viz. by neceſlity compelled (as was formerly noted) to come 
unto the place where plentifull proviſion is in readineſſe for 
their relief. Here J/raels reaſoning and reſolution there- 
upon is notable ; 7ruly in vain i ſalvation hoped for from the 
Hilis, and from the multitude of Mountains; Truly in the 
Lord our God ts the Salvation of Iſrael. And this leadeth tg 


Luk.15-64,16 


Hol. 2.4,7,14+ 


\ Ifa.g5.2. 


Phil. z. 


Luk.14.23+ 


Jer. 3.23« 


the next ſtep whereby the awakened, affrighted, neceſfitous 


ſinner is drawn unto Chriſt. 
Fourthly, As when Hagar having no water in her bottle 


fate down under the ſhrubs, and wept, fearing that ſhe and: 


her Son muſt die in the wildernefle, for want of water, then 
God opened her eyes, and ſhe ſaw a Well of water : So dealeth 
his Majeſty with poor thirſting ſouls, ready to periſh ( as 
themſelves imagine) for want of relief, he ſuggeſteth that 
ſufficiency which is in Jeſus Chriſt to ſave compleatly all _ 

E 2 ' who 


Gen.21,15,16 
I9, 


ah | | 


who come unto him : Thus the Goſpel-Prophet that he 
might prevail with che empty indigent creature to come in, 
| Ia, 55-1,2- Upon his Proclamation, he tels him of water, wine, milk and 
fatneſſeto be found in Chriſt. And its very probable that 

ARQ.16.3z, the Wordof the Lard which Paul preached unto the trembling 
| ?nylor and his Family, (whereby they were drawn to Chriit ) 
was'the Word of the Goſpel revealing Jeſus Chrift. This is e- 

vident that the Prodigal almoſt ſtarved for want of food was 

carried home in his ref{olutions by this conſideration, Tu my 

Luk.r5.17, Fathers houſe there 1s breed enough and to ſpare. Anguſtine 
Ifterevelatio eff thus gloſſeth apon my Text; As the Shepherd drawerh the 
ipſa attraffio. hungry ſheep ( ſpeaking according to the cuſtome of thoſe 
times) by green boughs, holding theſe before them, from 

whence filling might be expected : Under this head theſe 

further particulars are ( as I conceive) ſtrong inducements 
unto-Chriſt : 1. That Chriſt in whom all fulneſſe dwelleth 

Luk.19.10, Was ſent into the workd for this very purpoſe to ſeek and ſave 
x Joh.3.8. Hoſt ſouls, to aiſſolve iu poor ſinners the work of the devil; And 
how chearing was this thought unto Pax/, when abaſed in 

i Tim.1.15, himſelffor his former faultineſſe : This i a faithfull ſaying 
and worthy all acceptation, that Chriſt came into the world to 

ſave ſinners, of whom I am chief, 2. That. God the Father 

(-who giveth out Chriſt unto humbled ſinners): is graciouſly 

diſpoſed towards loſt creatures, deſiring to finde-mercy ; 

And this meditation hath in it attractive vertue ; ith lo- 

Jer.31.3- ving-kindenefſe (faith the Lord) have 1 draws thee; And 1 
Hoſ.11.4., drew them with cords of a man, with bands of leve : Here the 
ſinner calling to minde both diſcourſes and experiences, diſ- 

covering Gods goodneſſe, gathereth encouragement to 

- ereep towards him. And in this caſe ſelf-condemned ſinners 

ſpeak of God (as Benhadad: ſervants did of the Kings of 

1 Kin.20 31, Iſrael) Behold now, we have heard that the God of heaven i 
wercifnll, therefore let us put ſackcloth on our loins, and ropes 

#n our heads, and go unto him, peraguentare he will ſave our 

ſouls. 3. That the Lord doth not only allow the ſinking ſin- 

ner to come, but doth alſo invite and ſollicite his approach- 

es unto him, adding withall promiſes of mercy. Thus much 

appeareth by making known ſome ſuch. Scriptures as theſe, 

VIRs 
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viz. eAs Moſes lifted np the Serpent in the wilderneſſe, ſomuſt Joh. 3.14,15+ 
the Son of man be lifted up, that whoſcever beleeveth in him 
ſhould not periſh but have eternal life, Come unto me all ye that Mar, 11.28, 
labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will eaſe you : And theſe 
breakings out af divine grace unto the dolefuſl ſinner, do 
begert determinations1n [um to make unto Chriſt, Evenas *' 
when God ſpake tlius to old 1/rael, Return ye back: ſliding Jer.3.22. 
** children, and I will heal your back: ſliasngs; They anſwer, Be- 
hold, we come unto thee. Now all theſe particulars are ſo ma- Trabitur aui- 
ny cords of love which God faſteneth upon the heart of the 7% & amore. 
awakened ſinner, whereby he alſo 'drawerh him unto ms 
Chriſt. And men are faid in the Scriptures to be drawn 
by allurements and inſtructions as really as by coattions, 
You heard before of drawing men as malefactors ro the judge- Jam.2.6, 
ment ſeat. This 1s done by violence. And you read alfo of 
drawing by inticements ; A man #© drawn and inticed, As 7o- Jam.1.14. 
ſora was ſaid to draw his enemies by a politick ftratagemzand Jo1b.8.6,:6. 
oppreſſors draw people by pokcy ito their ner. So the Apo- Pſa. 10.9, 
ſtle Paxl ſpeaketh thus to the Corinthians, 7 caught you by 2 Cor.12.16, 
«ile, As the skilfull fiſherman, by enticing hairs, doch draw 
the fiſhes from one place to another. So the Lord himſelf, 
bayrting ( as it were ) the Miniſtry of the word, with Goſpel- > 
ſweetneſſe, doth draw hunger-bitten hearfs unto Jeſus 
Chriſt. = 
Sixtly and laitly, God addeth unto all. the former att-a- 
&ives, the effetuall irreſiſtible operation of his own Spirit, 
whereby the ſinner is drawn-unto Chriit indeed. . Our Lord 
himfelf, diſcourſing in this Chapter of his Fathers drawing 
ſouls-unto him, tellech us, that there is a pecaliar learning Joh.5.45,6 : 
om the Father ( which is beyond mans teaching) and ſuch a 7 
gift beſtowed by the Farcher ( which no creature can give ) 
whereby the ſinner 15 drawn unto Chrift. As when Lazar Joh.1 1.43, 44, 
came out of the grave, and Chriſts Apoſtles, upon his call, 
left Ships, nets, &c. and followed him, there went un- Mar.4.19,20. 
doubtedly a conquering vertue with his command : And | 
as when Elijah cait the mantle upon Eliſha, he left his plow 1 Kin,19, 1 9, 


"andOxen, and ran after Elyah; there was a mighty power 20, 
went forth from God, to cauſe that motion. 'In like manner 
E 3 1s: 
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is it with the ſoul which comes to Chriſt. Ir is not in the 
power of man, or any meer morall perſwaſion, but the ac- 
ceflion of Gods omnipotent grace, which changeth-the bent 
of mans will, making it willing, which was unwilling and 
would have continued perverſe unto eternity, if his Spirit 
had not mightily overcome it, Thy people ( ſaith David to 
God ) ſhall be Willing in the day of thy power. When people 
have withitood convictions, accuſations of conſcience, argu- 
mencative perſwaſions, together with many ſolicitations of 
common grace, the.Lord at length affaults them with his al- 
mighty grace, and draweth them unto himſelf. And thus 
having, in the illuſtration of this great doctrine, endeavoure 
ed to manifeſt(according to my beſt apprehenſtons) the way 
and method of God in drawing ſinners unto Chriſt : I pro- 
ceed to the application of the truth, wherein I muſt only hint 
at heads without enlargement. 

This Docrine doth demoliſh the Arminian holds, in the 
point of mans free will,and power to come unto Chriſt at his 
pleaſure. How oppoſite are Chriſts words to their aſſertion : 


It was God who opened the heart of Lyaia ; and it is he alone 


that Worketh in us, both to will and todo of his good pleaſure. 

Hence it followeth, that Gods power is greater then all 
the ſtrength in the world, in hell, or in mans wicked-heart ; 
ſeeing in ſpight of all contfadiQing oppoſition whatſoever, 
he can draw the worſt of ſinners unto Chriſt. 

This I note, 1. To magnifie God. 2. To confirm poor 
converted ſouls in confidence of their perſeverance. He ſball 
be holden up, for God u able to make him ftand. 3. And to in- 
courage wounded ſouls to bear up hopes, in looking unto 
the Lord, for the compleating of the ſmalleſt beginnings of 
grace in their boſoms. The converſion of the Jews;and their 
conjunQion unto Chriſt (notwithſtanding their wofull way- 
wardneſle) is aſſured upon this ground. They hall be grafted 
in, for God is able to graft them in again. 

ence Chriſtians being drawn unto Chrift, ſhould be mo- 


ved unto thankfulneſſe. St Pas! finding himſelf in Chriſt, 


admirethGods mercy, and doth not aſcribe his converſion 


unto his own high qualifications, or former blameleſſe con- - 


verfation, 


[31] | 
yerfation, but giveth God the glory ofit;, Now wnnto the 1 Tim. 1.14, 
King eternall,immortall, invifible,the only Wiſe Gad, be honayr Fa 15,17 
and glory for ever and ever, Amen. And he doth upen this ac- © *12>13) 
count give thanks in the behalf of the Coloffians, Bring' are Joe! om 
l;vered or reſcued from the power of darkneſſe, &c. 

In the amplifying of this Uſe, there are two things en- 
quirable(+1z.) 1.The evidences of a mans being drawn unto 
Chriſt, 2.The arguments which may per{wade gratitude, 

Its needtull ro examine, whether we be drawn unto 

' Chriſt, becauſe many by awakenings, humblings, and parcial 
amendment, are brought forward rowards Chrilt, who yet 
come not up unto him Herod heard fohn,and did many things. 11.5 .. 
The diſcreet Scribe was wot farre from the Kingdom of Heaven. Mac 12,34. 
And Agrippa Was almoſt perſwaded to be a Chriſtian. As ſome Ad. 20.28, 
fiſhes are almoſt drawn to Land, and then leap back into the 
water again, Therefore for ſatisfaction in this matter the 
notes are conſiderable uuder two heads, 

Firſt, The evidences of unfained faith, are alſo ſignes of Joh 6 ;5, 
the. ſinners coming unto Chriſt : for beleeving in him , 
is coming unto him, as was before manifeited. In this 

regard,you muſt enquire diligently, 1. What value you pur ! Per-2-7. 
upon Chriſt > For he z precious to them Who belecte. 2.Where ge pn 
you enteftain him. For, as belcevers do receive him, ſo he CN 
awelleth in their hearts by faith. 3. And what welcome you A. 15.9, 
do give him, For, faith doth parifie the heart, trom all pollu- 
tions, which might annoy him. 

Secondly, The ſou), which is drawn unto Chriſt, doth ca- 
ſhier all known fins, and doth in a ſpectall manner come off, 
from all creature dependances whatloever. 

There are two particulars comprized in this character, 
which I hall point at diftindtly. The formers this (wiz.) 2 Cor.6.rs, 
That becauſe Chriſt and Belial cannot accord, therefore the 
finners return to God, is accompanied with reſolutions 
to renounce all known evils formerly indujged.. This is the 
language of him, who cometh to God upon his call, Take Hol.1a-1,z.8 
away all eniquity. What have Ito ao any more With Idols? And, | 
therefore mans refuſing to ſubmit unroChniſts government, Luk. 19.29, 
_— rather departures from him, then approaches to 
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The latter is this: That the ſoul which cometh unto 
Chriſt, doth relinquiſh all creature refuges in point of reli- 
ance. Irxcometh from all things in the world, as from a bar- 
ren Wilderneſs deaning alone upon Chriſt. It rejoyceth in Chriſt, 
and hath no confidence in the fleſh. And doubtleſſe, fiduciall 
coming unto Chriſt, is not conſiſtible with a truſting unto 
any thing beſides, .in point of juſtification or ſalvation. The 


_ Apoſtle Pas/is open,in this aſſertion, Chriſt is become of no 
effeth unto you, Whoſoever of you,are juſtified by the Law, yeare 
. fallen from grace. 


. Secondly, Thoſe who can by theſe marks clear up to their 
own hearts, their being come unto Chriſt, may be perſwa- 
ded to bleſſe God, by theſe Arguments. 1. Becauſe of . 
their low and loathſome eſtate in themſelves, when God 


| calledand carried them unto Chriſt. In the Parable, our 


Saviour compareth them to poor perſons, which lie «»- 
der hedges, and in the «high wayes, as being poor and con- 
remptible. And the Apoſtle ſpeaking of himſelf and others 
elected to life,ſaith, zye our ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh and 
hatefwll. Is not this admirable, that we who were more 
loathſome then Toads, ſhould by love be drawn into the bo- 
ſom of Chriſt ! 2. Becauſe our condition was wofully mz/e- 
rable before God drew us, and would have been ſo unto 
eternity, if theſe cords of. grace had not been faſtned upon 
us. Suppoſe men tound unto the Chariot wheels as ſlaves, 
and ſo drawn about in the dirt, ſhould by ftxength of hand 
be delivered, would not ſuch a reſcue require thanks > Now 
our condition was worſe, before God drew us to his Sonne : 
We were in the Kingdonnof darkneſſe, We ſerved divers lufts, 
and were captives to the Devil : but God hath knocked off 
the bolts, broken open the priſon doors, and-by an out- 
ſtretched arm, hath plucked us to. himſelf. Queſtionleſle, 
Lots plucking out of Sedows, when devouring fire from Hea- 
ven was ready to fall upon it, was not a deliverance ſo great, 
ſo glorious. 3. Becauſe, as there was »o good ſeen, io | 
neither could there be any good foreſeen in us, but that, 
which himſelf intended to work freely by the power of his 
own grace. Not by the works of righteouſneſſe which we have 


done, 


[33] -- 
done, but by mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration | 
and by the renewing of the holy Ghoſt, 4. Becauſe our good» 
neſſe ( though we ſhould ſuppoſe it to be wrought out in a 
gentle Meaſure, by our own abilities ) never did, nor ſhall 
'Þ extend to God withany advantage. If thou be righteoze,what Job ; 5.7, 
giveſt thou him ? or what receiveth he of thy hand ? whereas © 
Maſters redeem their ſervants from ſlavery,hoping to be en« 
riched by their ſervices, - 2 
5 Becauſe of their happineſſe who are drawn unto Chriſt. 
Bleſſed 1s the man Whom thou chooſeft, and canſeſt to approach Pſa,65.4. 
xnto thee, Their ſouls ſhall delight themſelves in fatneſſe, And Iſa.s 5-3. 
Whoſoever cometh ſhall ————_ out. The Chriſtian who Jobh.6:37+ 
once cometh unto Chriſt, ſhall make his boſom the place of 77% a 
his abode everlaſtingly, refting here, as in bis center, ever- quieſeis _ 
more. 
6, Becauſe there are only ſome, comparatively, who are 
| drawn out of the world and out of themſelves, unto Chrift. | 
; They are a /ittle flock, yea alittle little flock, as the Origi- x.yuk. 12.32. 
nall ſuggeſts. Though by the ſound of the Goſpell, multi- J3 wxgy 
tudes are called upon, to come in unto Chriſt, yet our Sa- mvipvor. = 
viour faith, Many are called, bat few are choſen. And as thoſe 
who are ſo fetched into the fellowſhip of Church-Ordinan- 1. .o.16. 
ces,many ſhall be rejefed as refuſe fluff,by the Lord Jeſus, at & 19.47. 
the laſt day. 

Before I leave this Uſe,I muſt cleer one place of Scripture, 5 
where the words of Chrift ſeem in two particulars to oppoſe HF? 
what I have delivered. The words are theſe : 7Will draw all Job 12.32, : 
all men anto me. Hence may be raiſed theſe two ObjeRions, 

(viz.) 1. Againſt my Doctrine, (viz. ) That ſinners are not ge, 
only drawn to Chriſt by the Father, but Chriſt alſo draweth 
chem uato himſelf? = 
The anſwer is eaſie, (viz.) 1. The externall works of Anſw. 
God, both of Creation and Providence, whether generall or 
ſpeciall, do indifferently belong unto all the three Perſons 
of the Trinity. 1 father Worketh hitherto (fatth Chriſt ) and 7 T,p.q.rp. 
work,” 2. And their operations anſwer their manner of ext-. Modus operandi 
ſence. The Father worketh of himſelf; the Sonne,by com- ſequitur modum. . 
miſſion, from the Father ; and the holy Ghoſt beth from «en4s. 
he Father and the Sonne. F The 
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The ſecond Objection, ftarted, is againft my laſt argu- 


ment, perſwading-thanks tg God for our drawing to Chriſt, 


- (viz. ) the paucity of thera who axe brought home unto 


Anſw. 


Joh.6. 3 7:3 - 
Genera fougu- 
loram, =X 
£ula generum. 


- 
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Phil, 2.22313. 


Mat.23,37g8 


Js world not, Behold Joxr houſe iz become deſolate. 


hin ; whereas the quotation objected, ſpeaks" of Chriſts 


drawing all menunto him ? | 

The anſwer ordinarily given may be ſatisfying, and it is 
double ; i.By all men,we are to underſtand all the Ele&,or 
all whim the Father gave him ,as himſelf ſpeaks, 2. By all men, 
are meant, all ſorts,(iz.) 1. Both high and low, ſuperiours 
and inferiours: According to the expreſſion, 1 Tim.2.1,4. 
God Will have all men to be ſaved,(viz.)Kings and other great 
perſons, together with people of a meaner rank : and there- 


;forethe Apoſtle moveth' upon this ground, prayers for all 
-: men,and for Kings particularly. 2. All men,(+z.) perſons . 


of all ndtions and kindreds in the World, (viz.) Gentiles and 
Jews. 3. People of all diſpofitions and tempers. As Chriſt 
healed every diſeaſe (for ſo the Greek expreſleth it) axd every 


fickreſſe, which our Tranſlators ( intending to give the ſenſe) 
render, All manner of ſickneſſe, and all manner of diſeaſe, among . 


the people. | 

The laſt Uſe, concerneth them, who are not,as yet, come 
unto Chriſt ; There are two particulars, whereof they are to 
be adviſed : | 

Firſt, To take heed of making any reſiſtance, againſt the 
means of grace and the motions of the holy Ghoſt, whereby 
God is wont to draw ſinners unto Chriſt, This is the Apo- 
ſtle his inference (viz) That becauſe the whole work in ten- 
dency unto our happineſſe, doth lie upon Gods hand, there- 
fore we ſhould take heed of incenſing him,in any kind. zyork. 
ont your ſalvation with fear and trembling ; for it is God that 
Worketh in you, bath to will and to do,of his good pleaſure. And 
to quicken this admonition,theſe meditations, may be of ſin- 
Sular uſe. 

1. That mans gainſaying of Minifteriall ſollicitations,may 
provoke.the Lord to remove that means of our winning un« 
to Chrift. How often world I ( ſaid Chriſt to Feruſalem.. ) 
have gathered thy children, as a hen gathereth her chickens *and 


2. That 
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2. That though means ſhould be continued, . yet ſinful 
refiſtances.may cauſe God, to withdraw the aſfiftance of his 
Spirit, in ſuch ſort, that you ſhould be graceleſſe and Chrift- 
leſſe for ever. Thus much is ſuggeſted, by thoſe heavy words 
of the Prophet Ezekiel. Becauſe Ihave parged thee ( qd. 


I have endeavoured your amendment in means adminiftred), 


Erck.24.13. 


and thou waſt not purged ; thou ſhalt uot be purged from thy fil- 


thineſſe azy more, till I have cauſed my fury to reft upon thee. 
And if your preſent frowardnefle, ſhould be puniſhed with 
everlaſting ſtubborneſſe, how ſad would your condition be 
unto all eternity !. 

3. That the miſery of none ſhall be ſo heavy hereafter, as 
of them who have withſtood the moſt frequent and forcible 
ſolicitations here. Becaxſe I have called and ye refwſed, I have 
ſtretched out my hand and no man regarded, but ye have ſet at 
naught my counſel : Twill _ at your calamity, and mock 
when your fear cometh,&%c. O that theſe thunderclaps, theſe 
threatning from the word of truth, might awaken ſecure fin- 
ners, who deafen their ears againſt Gods call, and ſtiffen 
their hearts againſt the intreaties of his Spirit, and ſtop the 
clamours of their own accuſing conſciences. Alas,alas,If God 
doth not draw you to Chriſt, you will never come at him. 
And hu Spirit ſhall not alwayes ſtrive with man. Which call 
will be the laft, which knock will be the laſt, which tender of 
Chrift will be the laſt, you do not know; therefore to day,while 
it is called to day, do not harden your hearts, leſt God ſwear in his 
wrath, that you ſhall never enter into ht; reſt. 

Secondly, To be ſerviceable to Gods providence, in the 
utmoſt of your endeavours in tendency unto your drawing 
to Jeſus Chriſt, Although the effeRing of this work lieth up- 
on Gods hand,and he hath undertaken it,in the bebaif of his 
ele; ( Al that the father giveth me, ſhall come to me, )yet mult 
all men wait upon the Lord,in the uſe of his means,that their 
hearts may be wrought unto Chrilt, Though our falvation 
is from God efficiently, yet people are commanded. inftru- 
mentally to ſave themſelves. And as God would be ſonght 
unto by prayer, that your ſtubborn hearts may be confor- 
med unto his will, ſo the other means of cohverſion unit6 
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Pro,1,24,26. 


Gen.6,3. 
Heb.z.7,11. 
Joh,6,37. 


R. 2:40, 
Exc.36.26,37. 
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Chriſt muſt be attended, This one thing, I ſhall adviſe in the 


- uſe of all holy Ordinances, that you would convince your 
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Cant.1.4, 
Lam. 5-27, 


Ezek, 33.11, 
2 Cor.5.20. 


Jer.1 3427+ 


ſelves, more and more throughly, of the happineſle to be en- 


joyed in Chriſt, which cannot pofflibly be had elſwhere : for 


in this way,God works the reaſonable ſoul unto himſelf. The 


wiſe woman by conſidering the worth of a field, is moved to 


purchaſe it. The Merchant meeting with the Pearl of great 


- price,is content to ſell all that he may buy it. And the Pro- 


digal by conſultation with himſelf,is prevailed with to return 
unto his farher. Therefore caſt into the balance of conſide- 
ration, whether it be not much better to relinquiſh all for 
Chriſt, then to be without him,in the enjoyment of all other 
contentments whatſoever. The Originall word trarſlated 
Draw,doth hold forth this notion, that our hearts are drawn 
by ſtrength of arguments, weighed judiciouſlly. 

By arguments Pax! was conſtrained, and by importunity 
Lydia compelled the Apoſtles to: be her gueſts, as was before 
manifeſted : therefore preſſe hard upon your own ſpirits,and 
take no deniall from your wayward hearts, but hale by 
ſtrong convitions, and pluck by unwearied importunity, 
that you may be brought about unto Chrift. The text hint- 
eth this (viz.) That God draweth the heart unregenerate, 
againſt its naturall inclination, yet being changed by his re- 
newing grace, it cometh unto Chriſt freely : therefore add 
prayer, untoall other courſes taken for this end. Draw Lord 
and we will run. Convert #4 O Lord and we ſhall be converted. 

For your encouragement, many things might be caſt into 
your conſideration. 1. Gods deſire, that you ſhould rather 
come unto him,then be caſt off for ever. T7 «rx you, turn you, 
for why will you die? 2. His intreaties by his Embaſſadours, 
whereby he beſeecheth you,to come unto Chriſt for reconcili, 
ation. 3.His long-ſufferance,waiting for your'return. #hex 
ſrall it once; be. 4. And the promiſe,which is the concluſion of 
my text. 4nd 1 will raiſe bim up at the laſt day. Ba 

This Promiſe ( eſpecially conſidering the occaſion of this 
Aſſembly and Sermon ) ſhould have been more fully ſpoken 
unto, - then time will give leave ; therefore I will ſhut up all 
with few words. | 

as All 
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All tho/e who come unto Chriſt, ſhall be raiſed up at the laſt Dat. 
day. | | | 
"This aſſertion 1, Implieth their Death, 2. Expreſſeth AR&. 24.15. 

their Reſurrection, 

Though there ſhall be a reſurreftion of the dead,both of the juſt 

and unjuſt, yet there will be then a great difference betwixt 

ther who came to Chriſt, and thoſe who kept off from him 

in the time of their life on earth. They Who have done goed, ſhall Joh, 5.29. 
come forth unto the reſurreftion of life, and they Who have done 

evill,unto the reſurrettion of condemnation, The former ſhall be Dan«12.3. 
raiſed by his peculiar grace in purſuance of Gods promiſe, 

that they may be everlaſtingly happy : and the other ſhall be 

raiſed by his power and juſtice,in the purſtance of his ſevere 
threatning,that they may be eternally miſerable. 

The only Uſe that T ſhall make, is for comfort both in re- V/e. 

ference to our dying ſelves,and our deceaſed friends, brought = 
unto Chriſt. They ( whofe bodies are gone to the houſe of 
rottenneſle, and we who are- following them, ſhall be rat- 
ſed again to glory at the laſt day. 
In the amplification of this Uſe, 
Firſt, Enquire who have and who have not ground of 
chearing from this cruth. For your help herein, reflet upon 
your ſelves by remembring the tore-mencioned characters of 
coming unto Chriſt, and adde hereto with faithfull applica- 
tions theſe Scriptures following. The former, At the day of Ra 
revelation of the righteous judgement «7 God, he Will render to ; be 
them Who by patient continuance in well-doing ſech. for glory and TE 
© mmortality, eternal life ; But unto them Who are contentions, 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrinhteouſneſſe, indi gnation 
and Wrath: Tribulation and anguiſh upon the ſoul of every 
man that deth evil, ef the Few firſt and alſo of the Gentile, Here 
let conſcience give in evidence, whether you be carefull or 
careleſſe in approving your felves unto God in waies of 
well-doing ; whether are you facil and frameable to Gods 
revealed will, or do you peeviſhly and pertinaciouſly con- 
tradiRt it > Whether be you conſtant and ſteady in obedien- 
tiall endeavours, or are you fickle, off and on in a Chriſtian 
converſation? Now upon due conſideration hereof judge 
F 3 of 
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of your eſtate and hopes without partiality. The other Scri- 
pture which I ſhall produce for your diſcovery is this, any 


Phil. 3.19,30, Walk whoſe end 1s deſtruttion, Whoſe God is their belly, whoſe 
2I. olory 1s their ſhame, Who minde earthly things : But our con- 


Mart.13.43. 

Phil.3.22. 

i Cor.15.42, 
43. 

1 Joh, 3-2. 

Pla. 17.14: 


x Theſ.4 14, 
16,18, 


Heb.13.32: 
Phil. 1.23. 


verſation 1s in heaven, from whence we look for the Savioar the 
Lord feſus Chriſt, who ſhall change our vile body, and make it 
like unto his glorions body. Here give anſwer as in the preſence 
of God, Upon what is your heart moſt fully fixed > whe- 
ther do your affe&tions flow forth moſt, for back and belly, 
for clothes, food, and worldly advantages ? or for the trea- 
fures of grace,and for heavens glory? Give in your anſwer 
and accordingly judge of your hopes. 

Secondly, It upon this enquiry you finde ground of good 


hope, that you be in Chriſt, and ſhall through his mercy be 


raiſed up at the laſt day, then with comfort take notice what 
your condition will be at that time: 1. Your bodies ſhall 
be glorious, ſhining like the Sz7, like to the glorious body of 
Chriſt, and ſhall be 5ncorruptible, free from all paſſion and 
mutation for ever. 2. And your ſouls ſhall be full of light, 
and [atisfied with Gods image, knowing God perfectly accord- 
ing to the utmoſt of a creatures capacity, and compleatly ane. 
ſwering the minde and-heart of God in all things evermore, 
As this truth is thus comfortable in reference to our ſelves, 
being in daily expeQtation of natures diſſolution, ſo is it a 
cordial unto mourners upon the death of their godly friends, 
of whom they had good cauſe to hope that they were drawn 
to Chriſt before they died. The Apoſtle having ſpoken of the, 
various advantages following the Reſurredtion, he cals upon 
the Theſſalonians to comfort one another With the Words, in the 
behalf of them who are dead or faller aſleep in the Lord. Con- 
ſider 1,That now already upon death their ſouls are perfet?, 
and that they are with Chriſt, which is a condition farre better 
then any imaginable eſtate on earth. 2, That at this laſt day 
( when they and we ſhall be raiſed __=_ ) then both we and 
they (ball be in regard of our blefſedneſſe more comfortable 
one to another then ever we were on earth, yea ( and which 
will crown our mutuall company with unſpeakable delight ) 
and then ſhall we be ever with the Lord, And this I propound as 
| a cordial 


[39] 

a cordial for the relieving of their ſpirits who are now reall 
mourners, becauſe of the death of Mr Rebert Strange the pre- 
cious Gentleman whoſe Funeral this day hath occaſioned 
this Sermon,of whom I may ſafely ſay thus much in general, 
that thoſe who had the moſt familiar, full acquaintance with 
him, have the beſt grounds of perſwaſion that he was drawn 
to Chriſt before he dted, and ſhall be raiſed again to glory at 
the laſt day, when all you, and all others who love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhall meet with him, and with him fing Hallelu- 
jabs unto the daies of eternity. 

Now becauſe I know that ſome Narrative is expeted from. 
me at this time concerning him, I ſhall give you a faithiull 
account of what I have received from good intelligence. He 
was a Gentleman very well deſcended ; He was the only Son 
of Robert Strange Eſq; by 7ane the Daughter of Sr Anthony 
Hungerford Krught,who was with childe of him when his Fa- 
ther died,and was delivered of him ſix moneths after. He had 
7.0r 8.years education under the care of his tender mother, 
who was a woman of ſingular piety and prudence. At her 
death ſhe committed him tor his furthereducation to the care 
of his Aunt Mrs Goddard of Standen in Wilthire,who dilchar- 
ed her truſt with great diſcretion and motherly tenderneſs, 
both while he was a Scholar in the Countrey, and during his 
continuance at the Univerſity ; He was admitted into Queens 
Colledge at Oxford, and ftated there 3 years. From thence he 
removed unto London, and fpent about 3 years more in the 
Innes of Court, For theſe Jait three years and afterwards, till 
the time of his death, he was under the eye and care of the 
Honourable Lady, the Lady Hazgerfora, from whom he re- 
ceived many favours, and with whom he weekly frequented 
ſuch Sermons as God was pleaſed co bleile unto his ſpirituall 
advantage. Hts pilgrimage upon earth was but ſhort, for he. 
was bn: 23 years old the beginning of this moneth, Notwith- 
ſtanding his youth, and the tair eſtate whereof he was heir, he. 
was happily free from a!l thole taints of vitieuſneſſe which 
Gentlemen of his age and rank are too commonly ſtained 
with.In all the paſſages of his life he was civil, inoffenſive,and 


exemplary unto them with whom he converſed, His intelle- 
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Qual parts were quick, which were much improved by his 
ſtudiouſnes, for he was a good Scholar, He was well grounded 
- inthe Fundamentals of Religion, and not unacquainted with 
the controverſies of theſe diſputing daies. As he was regular 
in his converſation, ſo God preſerved him ſound in his judge- 
ment from all the errors of theſe giddy times. He foreſaw the 
frail frame of his own body not likely to ſtand long,of which 
he ſpake often, and therefore the rather prepared for death 
by an holy life and acquaintance with Chriſt. That ftorm of 
his laſt ſickneſfe ( which was fierce and violent ) he called a 
ſurpriſe, though God had graciouſly fitted him for it. The 
week before his death he heard three Sermons (beſides thoſe 
upon the Sabbath wherein he was conſtant ) one of which 
was at the Funeral of Reverend Mr 1hitaker, which took 
up his thoughts and moſt of his diſcourſe during the time of 
tis ſickneſſe; No means of his recovery were neglected. His 
Phyſician was a DoCter of known ability and much expert- 
ence, a man full of prudence, care, and tenderneſſe : And 
the Lady H#ngerford from the ſtrength of her affeRion, 
thirſting after his recovery, did not only ſend but went unto 
diverſe godly Miniſters in the City to quicken their praiers 
for him ; In the abſence of ſome, much more able then m 
ſelf, her Ladiſhip deſired me to viſit him, which was done 
accordingly. The matter of our conference was Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is in life and death advantage; His heart was affected 
with the diſcourſe, and often patherically ſpake theſe words 
of our Saviour (which were in that regard my Text) No man 
can come to'me except my Father draw him. He apprehend- 
ed that difficulties did attend his diſeaſe, and therefore ear- 
neſtly entreated meto pray with him and for him, The Lady + 
Hmangerford and ſome others joyned with us in commen- 
ding his condition unto the Lord by hearty ſupplications, I 
lefc him well compoſed in his Spiric, reſolving ſilently to ſub- 
mit unto the good pleaſure of God. Not long after he was 
1:.clined to ſleep, and ſflumbered out the moſt of his time 
cill the next morning when he fell aſleep in Jeſus, with whom: 
I am confident he is. now in glory. His perſon was much lo- 
ved, his life was much deſired, and his death is much la. , 
mented 
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mented; And truly there is great cauſe-of ſamentation for 


the loſſe of him, which doth extend to very many. His three 


- Stſters bave loſt an only brother, and their Family hath loſt 


the only Heir-male to continue the name in that Line. The 
Honourable Lady with whom he lived hath Joſt a depr kinſ- 
man and companion; andall perſons who were acqtiainted 
with him have loſt a faithfull friend. His Tenants have loſt a 
soo0d Landlord, who deſigned this as an. addition to his 


- Other kindeneſſes, to ſettle a ſoul-ſaving Miniſtry amongſt 


them : The Countrey hath loſt a pillar, and the godly Mi- 


niſters in the Neighbourhood. þav a Patron: The anly _. 
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ſan&ificatidn of it, 
and the only courſe to make up all the breaches which 
are made by his death, is to ans unto Chriſt and to 
live upon him in whom all ful dwelleth :; Fer: 
which end the Sermon on Oe oa FS 
_ + prove profitable, through the bleſling 
of the Almighty.q . 2. - 5D 


